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I present the combined National Breed Commission Report 2026 in line with the Annual National Breed 

Commission/Judges’ Meetings to be hosted by the GSDCSA in Adelaide. Thank you to the Secretary, Jan 

Haase and President of GSDCSA, John DeLucia for their assistance in arranging the hotel, bookings, 

accommodation and sourcing of dogs for our practical presentation on behalf of the National Breed 

Commission. 

A huge debt of thanks to the Council Officers who run their portfolios efficiently and mostly independently, and who keep 

things ticking over in the Organisation.  

HDED Registrar –Jacinta Poole manages a number of portfolios for the Council, working tirelessly above and beyond 

her role, assisting every portfolio in the NBC. Since the introduction of the online HDED and Breed Survey application 

systems, Jacinta has continued to support owners, registrars, state coordinators and breed surveyors in ensuring a 

professional and expedient processes are ensured for both HDED and Breed Survey. The online process for Breed Survey 

rolled out in September 2025 enjoying a huge success with the vast majority of our members having managed to navigate 

online applications. Jacinta has also assisted state coordinators to provide support for those members that have been 

challenged by the technology. These systems literally save many hours of work for registrars in the clubs and are one stop 

shop for owners to upload their applications seamlessly. Most HDED contracts now boast a 24-hour turnaround with 

great response from the HDED readers. Jacinta was recognised by the Council for this enormous amount of work at the 

52nd National this year and we are indebted to her. Jacinta has also been working on the documentation platform on the 

website to make it easier for members across Australia to access documentation at the press of a button.  She has also 

been working behind the scenes with the recent retirement of Dr Roger Lavelle, to source another reader for our HDED 

scheme. She has provided excellent advice to the Council Working party for the NZ Advisory Council proposal. Jacinta 

has also recently sourced historical data from the HDED scheme to provide the Council with recommendations going 

forward with our scoring systems and other information that can assist breed surveyors in providing advice in the future. 

Thank you does not seem quite enough. 

Dr Roger Lavelle Retirement – we were saddened that Dr Lavelle has finally made the decision to retire as an 

implementer and reader after over forty years of service to the Council. He was instrumental in bringing the scheme to 

fruition and has been an amazing wealth of support and knowledge to the German Shepherd Dog Council and its’ Member 

clubs. His retirement has regrettably been accepted and acknowledged by the Council executive and clubs. Plans to 

formally recognise Dr Lavelle’s service are in train.  

Breed Survey Registrar – Jessica Kada is in her second year as NBC Breed Survey registrar. Jess provides great support 

for the State Coordinators in managing the online system and processing Breed surveys for member participants. Most 

state clubs seem to have found the move to online a positive one, however there is a need for Breed Surveyors to 

remember to upload their completed worksheets to the platform. Jess was elected into the Judges Chairperson role this 

year and I am grateful that she chose to stay in the Registrar position. Jess manages the role with precision and 

professionalism, juggling the busy demands of her full-time work and breeding kennel with her Council responsibilities. 

Thank you, Jess, for your dedication to the role of Breed survey registrar. 
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Breed Health and Welfare – Dr Candice Wedge compiles information each year for us from the Breed Health reports 

and providing sound and considered advice for owners and breeders. Over the past 12 months Candy has continued her 

work in the DNA space to help us decide which service provider can offer the Council the best package moving forward. 

The goal posts are constantly being moved by the states going on their own path instead of Dogs Australia offering a 

national service which would seem the most logical path. However, collaborating with 8 Canine bodies to agree on one 

process seems like the impossible dream, hence why states are doing their own thing. This is a constant source of debate 

due to the cost involved. We all know it is the right thing to do, but when it hits the hip pocket people are reluctant to 

introduce yet another screening process. Candy will co-present this year with Dr Rob Zammit, whose recent retirement 

has enabled him to take more of an active role with Council activities. Candy also juggles her role with a young family, full 

time veterinary responsibilities, simultaneously studying a Masters in Radiography. We hope that in the future Candy will 

become one of our readers, once she has finalised her study and credentials. Thank you, Candy, for all your work for our 

organisation. 

Database – Frank Moody works tirelessly for the Council ensuring the back end of the database is current with 

downloads from Dogs Australia. These downloads happen quarterly and rely on Dogs NSW to pull the data. It is not 

always as regular as we would like it to be, but nevertheless it gets done. However, our system relies heavily on volunteer 

work, it is not always a seamless process. Frank spends quite a lot of time with Rob, the programmer, who charges very 

little to make changes to the database platform for us from time to time. Much of the work over this past year has been 

to manage the changes necessary for the Character Assessment data. Frank is the right hand to the Breed Survey and 

HDED registrars for fixing issues regarding pedigrees, changes to ownership and addresses among a myriad of things. 

Thank you, Frank, for your patience and diligence to the Council. 

Verifications - Kurt Morton has continued in this role over the past year as Verification officer, but recently found the 

demands of work, study and building a house needed to take priority and has recently resigned from the position. Jenny 

De Lucia has recently come on back on board to replace Kurt and complete the work of verifying imported dogs. I imagine 

Jenny will be kept busy in the role this year as more imports land in Australia later in 2026. Dogs that are surveyed 

overseas, mostly require documentation to be translated and the Verification officer utilises the services of Honey-Gross 

Richardson, Jenny De Lucia and Vince Tantaro to assist with German and Italian and calls upon the services of people 

within the organisation and sometimes external who can translate other languages. Thank you to Kurt and Jenny for your 

service to the NBC portfolio. 

As the Chair of the NBC, I am fortunate to work with these great people, whilst also attending to executive tasks, actions 

from meeting and responding to enquiries. Each portfolio has provided a report for this meeting. This information is 

combined and becomes the National Breed Commission Report and will be tabled at the commencement of the meeting 

on Saturday. The combined report will be sent to delegates and participants the week prior. 

The first half of this year has flown by and at Executive level we meet every month to ensure support for one another and 

to ensure communication is kept regular. The Executive team works collaboratively. I am indeed grateful to the whole 

Executive team for their support, assistance and advice when dealing with conflict and internal politics  
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Breed Survey - This year at the AGM Nicky McDermott (GSDCV) was ratified to move from Aspirant status to the Breed 

Survey Team. Victorian survey numbers are down from previous years and to do date she has completed one dog done 

at the April survey. Congratulations to Nicky on achieving that goal and given her experience as a judge and highly regarded 

breeder she is an asset to the Victorian and National Breed Survey team. 

Andrew O’Loughlin (GSDCSA) was accepted in 2025 to the aspirant role at last year’s NBC meeting and has throughout 

the past 12 months completed his mentoring sessions; two in South Australia at his base club with Jenny De Lucia and 

Stephen Collins and one at the National survey in Sydney with Jo Cathie and myself. The feedback reports of Andrew’s 

performance have all been positive with constructive advice provided. Embracing lifelong learning is important if one 

wants to excel in any given avenue. The NBC executive is hopeful that the peer group will support Andrew to join the team 

at the Closed Judges/Breed Surveyors meeting in a few weeks’ time. Congratulations to Andrew on his diligence and 

performance at surveys as an aspirant. 

I am grateful to Vince Tantaro for his paper regarding the state of Breed Survey in Australia. His paper raises important 

questions for us all in the ongoing success in administering the schemes and succession planning. We urgently need to 

review our regulations that are restrictive to newcomers and the younger generation. Those regulations served us well 

whilst the fraternity, number of breeders and judges were plentiful, however we must accept that those days have now 

passed. Our registration numbers, aging breed surveyor/judging population and ability to provide corporate and mentoring 

support will be unsustainable in five years’ time if we do not act now. I urge you to read the paper and be proactive in 

forward thinking for sustainability instead of resorting to the adage; “I had to jump through those hoops, so why shouldn’t 

they?” It is extraordinary the number of conversations I have had with key people in executive positions within clubs who 

on one hand say they want to support the younger generation trying to break into this level, however, when it comes time 

to voting, they fall into a negative mindset and the support is not forthcoming. This mindset is clearly unhelpful for 

progressing our highly regarded schemes. It is also incredibly soul destroying and de-motivating for those youngsters out 

there who would benefit markedly from being mentored and guided while they achieve their credentials and whilst we 

still have the experienced personnel willing and able to give of their time.  

Continuous learning and education - If our breed is to survive the plethora of criticism that it currently faces from 

many sources, whether they be politically generated or just social, as surveyor/judges we need to be doing our bit to keep 

abreast of the continually changing landscape within our breed. Historically, we have always relied on Europe to lead the 

way and provide us with the material to improve our breed here in Australia. Many of the survey team have been with us 

for the long haul and have witnessed the changes that have impacted key milestones in the development of the German 

Shepherd dog, anatomy, health and wellbeing, and character. The challenges we have faced have gone from almost too 

many shepherds being bred and being spoiled for choice, to now managing a much smaller blood base than we have had 

since the time of the importation ban. We must respond to these challenges and new developments, meeting them head 

on, dealing with them in a holistic and appropriate manner, that encourages our breeders and young people rather than 

turning them away. Raising awareness of issues is necessary, however the nuance lies in how we sensitively deal with 
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issues given that it is far easier to be critical than it is to find the good points and support people in their areas for 

development. 

I urge all our surveyors to engage with education, enter the conversation, participate in robust and reflective discussions, 

challenge your perceptions and beliefs in line with what is right for the German Shepherd Dog. It takes courage to 

acknowledge that we all still have much to learn. Let’s learn together in a supportive environment. 

Breed survey reminders to member clubs - Clubs hold surveys on behalf of the GSDCA for members across 

Australia, not just for members of their own clubs. The Breed survey scheme is a GSDCA national breed improvement 

program. Whilst members survey within their own clubs, some members travel further afield and it may be convenient 

for them to survey their animal in conjunction with a show or it’s closer to their home base. A state coordinator has been 

appointed to carry out the duties of leading survey in their state, except for the two clubs that do not currently have a 

residing surveyor on their books as a club member. i.e. GSDCT and NHRGSDC. Clubs work with the coordinator and 

registrar to select their dates and the appropriate surveyors. For instance, if there is a surveyor in attendance whilst 

judging a show it is entirely appropriate for that surveyor to officiate, as it is cost effective and it gives members a greater 

choice than the surveyors in their usual patch. Tasmania often holds their surveys on the morning prior to, or in some 

cases on the Friday before the show and this works well for them. Whilst some might argue that it gives the judge prior 

knowledge of the dog before he or she judges, I would suggest it is naïve to think that a judge would allow this to influence 

how they judge that dog on the following day. Breed survey is an entirely different activity to a show. Given that our 

numbers for breed survey have been falling consistently now for a number of years, clubs, state coordinators and 

registrars might consider regular promotion of breed survey and the character assessment at the local level. Not all breed 

surveyors hold positions within clubs, however. Extending invitations to those surveyors from committees to be involved 

at the promotional level to break down barriers might go a long way to helping boost numbers and participation.  

Data re Breed Survey and HDED - For your interest I have compiled some statistics with regard to the number of dogs 

registered to the number of dogs submitted to the HDED and Breed Survey schemes respectively. The data tells an 

interesting quantitative story over the time period.  

Dogs Australia Registrations 2018-2025 

 

 

 

The overall registrations have fluctuated and increased significantly during and after the covid period. However, it is 

interesting to note that the percentages breed surveyed over the same period hit a low. One could assume that there 

https://www.dogsaustralia.org.au/media/10430/rego-stats-list_2018-2025.pdf
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were less dogs surveyed due to cancellations of breed surveys during 2020 and 2021. Interestingly there were more long 

stock coats registered during the same period. 

Year 

GSD 

Combined 

Registrations 

No. Breed 

Surveyed 

% 

Breed 

Surveyed 

2018 3673 182 5.0 

2019 3477 160 4.6 

2020 3961 142 3.6 

2021 3504 136 3.9 

2022 4565 162 3.5 

2023 2863 151 5.3 

2024 2309 139 6.0 

2025 2147 115 5.4 

Table shows eight-year trend expressed in real numbers and as a percentage of dogs Breed surveyed against registered GSDs 

Breed survey percentages have remained fairly consistent in comparison to the total number of German Shepherds 

registered each year. Having said that though, the percentages should be much higher if we are to capture more of our 

breed nation-wide. Comparing the number of animals submitted to the HDED scheme and Breed survey the number is 

disappointing. We should strive to convert those animals that go through the HDED scheme to Breed Survey by promoting 

and encouraging owners and breeders to take the next step. Roughly two-thirds of the animals are not taking the next 

step. This leads me to the question of why breeders are not encouraging the owners of the dogs they have bred to value 

breed survey. It seems that only people interested in showing their dogs see breed survey as a stepping stone to acquire 

an excellent grading rather than an information tool for acquiring information about the conformation and character of 

the dogs they breed and own. Perhaps a little work and promotion in this area might see numbers grow? 

Year 

GSD 

combined 

Registrations 

No. 

Breed 

Surveyed 

% Breed 

Surveyed 

HDED 

submissions 

% HDED 

submissions 

2021 3504 136 3.9 340 9.7 

2022 4565 162 3.5 400 8.7 

2023 2863 151 5.3 290 10.1 

2024 2309 139 6 279 12.1 

2025 2147 115 5.4 230 10.7 

Table shows five-year trend expressed in real numbers and as a percentage of dogs Breed surveyed and HDED scored against total registered GSDs 

Sire’s Progeny Report 52nd National - For the first time in six years the Sires’ Progeny Parade was appraised 

by the entire National Breed Commission Executive, as all three are Breed Surveyors. I thank Robyn Knuckey, President 

and Jessica Kada, Judges Chair for their involvement and input into this year’s report which will be printed in the National 
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Review Special edition. The report will be presented at the NBC meeting using the previous year’s template. At close of 

entries 11 sires; 7 Stock Coat and 4 Long Stock Coat were determined to be eligible and at the show 9 sires presented 

groups; 6 Stock Coat and 3 Long Stock Coat. 

Tooth Certificates – From July 2025-July 2026 three dentition certificates have been issued. I urge members to read the 

regulations in conjunction with the application before sending any paperwork to the Council. It is important for owners to 

understand what constitutes correct dentition. Radiographs and Veterinary reports are a mandatory component for 

applications. Dogs' names do not appear on the dentition certificate. Registration and microchip numbers are the 

identifying factors. 

https://www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/2013-tooth-certificate-regulations/ 

Tooth Certificates issued July 2025 – July 2026  

No. Registration Name Missing dentition Date of issue 

10151 Germulf Valentine LR Premolar 1(405)  MG 11/08/2025 

10152 Team Bern Tiger of Sweden UP Premolar 1 (105) MG 13/10/2025 

10153 Bronboreo Raymonna LL Premolar 3 (307) MG 23/07/2026 

 

As per my half yearly report in 2025 in regards to dentition; anecdotally via my conversations with colleagues and my own 

experiences judging, I would flag that we are seeing quite a few issues arising. Missing teeth are on the increase, under 

developed or very small teeth, issues with close to level bites, dropped or irregular incisors. German shepherds should 

have healthy well-formed teeth of an appropriate size in relation to the jaws of the animal. A well-formed head plays an 

important part in dentition and the relationship is important. Please be mindful of these these points, when making 

decisions about survey and breeding recommendations. Comment on excellent dentition in surveys and when judging to 

bring it to the attention of breeders and owners and keep it front of mind. 

Thank you to all who have assisted in the formulation of the reports for this meeting and to the officers; thank you for the 

continued work you do for the Council. 

In closing and in particular, I would also like to thank Dr Robert Zammit BVSc for his advice and support in my role. His 

knowledge and experience are invaluable to the Council. Also, many thanks to Louis and Gail Donald who continue to 

supply me with amazing educational resources to share with you all. Thank you also in advance to our presenters and 

owners of dogs participating in the practical session at the 2026 National Breed Commission meeting Learning day on 

Sunday. These people are gracious in their support often at their own cost and I am grateful for their contribution to our 

learning community. Being proactive and assisting with broadening our member’s knowledge is an important part of 

growing as an organisation. I encourage clubs to follow suit and either replicate the opportunities for their members or to 

stimulate further conversations around what the members would like to learn more about. I congratulate the Victorian 

club for their initiative in organising the 2025 and 2026 October seminars. In 2025, Dr Rob Zammit and I presented a full 

day of information and educational material on breed health and reports on the sires’ progeny from the BSZS 2025 and 

https://www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/2013-tooth-certificate-regulations/
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the 51st National Show and Trial. This year Jess Kada and Dr Rob Zammit will be presenting at the Victorian Club rooms 

in October. The GSDL is planning an event with Breed, training and handling presentations in the latter part of 2026. In 

June, the Council Secretary was approached for one of us to conduct a breed standard presentation. The initial idea was 

for Judges training purposes and the invitation was extended via Facebook to include interested participants from 

throughout Australia. We held a two-hour online presentation that was attended by 35 interested people including 

trainees from Western Australia and Tasmania. The feedback was extremely positive. Thank you also to Janet Haase, 

Secretary and Minutes secretary Gabrielle Peacock who do an amazing amount of work behind the scenes keeping the 

executive portfolios on task and on track. We are indebted to you both for your intellect and capabilities. 

The following reports from the Officers of the NBC are combined to provide one document to be tabled at the meeting 

and for distribution to the Members clubs.  

Melanie Groth,  

National Breed Commission Chair 

 

HDED Registrar Report 

For all your HDED x ray needs, visit: www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/xraycentre 

The GSDCA Hip and Elbow Scheme remains strong as it underpins the wellbeing of our dogs and provides 

direction for breeders on that basis. Numbers submitted to the scheme were slightly down against the same 

reporting period last year. Digital contracts have now become the norm and result provision same or next day 

routine, which is much appreciated by owners. 

The following report provides a summary of relevant information for owners and breeders who utilise the GSDCA 

Breed Improvement schemes.  

GSDCA Breed Improvement Scheme Stats 

Below is an overview that is included on the GSDCA website for public information about our schemes, current 

at 30 June 2026. 

X-Ray Results in 

our Database 

Breed Surveys in 

our Database 

Animals Breed 

Surveyed in 2024 

Animals Character 

Assessed 

GSDCA Hip Score 

5 year Rolling Ave 

13,481 2,758 119 190 7.64 

 

Breed Scheme Performance – Average Hip Score 

Monitoring our average hip score provides a record of our breeds’ ongoing health and our ability to promote our 

pure-bred dogs to the public.  

http://www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/xraycentre


8 | P a g e  N B C  M e e t i n g  2 0 2 6  

 

Based on date of birth, the graph below displays the current 5 year rolling average hip score for animals in the 

GSDCA Scheme. The rolling average trend provides an indicative influence of sires used over time. 

The current GSDCA ‘live’ 5-year rolling average Hip Score at 30/6/2026 is 7.64, for 1119 results in the database 

over the 5-year period. This is on a definite upwards trend, as at 30/12/2025 the average was 7.50 and at 

30/6/2025 it was 7.31.  

 

 
 

Utilisation of the Hip & Elbow Scheme 

For the period 1/07/2025 – 30/06/2026, there were 237 animals presented to the Hip and Elbow scheme. 

Club ACT NHR NSW QLD SA TAS VIC WA NZ Total A Pass Z Pass UAP 

Submit 1 3 45 54 63 10 37 24 0 237 214 230 6 

 0.4% 1.3% 19.0% 22.8% 26.6% 4.2% 15.6% 10.1% 0.0%  90.3% 97.0% 2.5% 

 

Of the 237 animals presented in the 12 month period, only 13 (5%) were from paper HDED contracts. Several of 

these paper contracts then utilised online submission of xrays for rapid results. Digital contracts should be the 

preferred pathway moving forward. 

During the 2025-26 reporting period, 257 digital contracts were issued. From those 257 contracts issued online 

224 (87%) have been submitted with x-rays via the GSDCA web portal for scoring. The remaining 13% have been 

submitted via post, not yet x-rayed or not submitted to date. For comparison, in the 2024-25 period, this number 

was 83% submitted for scoring and 17% outstanding. 
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The paper contract and x-ray postage system remains in place however given the use of the digital process, it will 

be recommended that paper contracts are phased out in 2027. 

From 1st August 2025, the price for a hip and elbow contract has been $120, for hips only is $74 and Elbows only 

is $55. Over the last 2 years the price of contracts has risen significantly, which has been to bring our readers 

fees closer to Dogs Australia and ensure the readers continued support of our scheme. Ongoing increases for 

cpi will need to be investigated in order for the GSDCA costs to remain competitive year on year going forward. 

Technical assistance is always available for those who may have difficulty with digital files from their vets, please 

don’t hesitate to seek assistance from the HDED Registrar if needed. 

Identifiers 

Of the 237 animals presented since 1st July 2025, 6 failed due to UAP. This represents 2.5%, again on the increase, 

up from 2.0% in the preceding reporting period.  

During the same period, 4 animals have been identified with Transitional Vertebra at the Lumbrosacral Junction 

(LTV), compared to 3 in the previous reporting period. 

Inclusion of CHED Data 

Hip and Elbow results from the Dogs Australia Canine Hip and Elbow Dysplasia (CHED) x-ray scheme can be 

added to the GSDCA database, following purchase of a GSDCA HDED contract. In the last 12 months, 12 results 

from CHEDs have been added to our database following owner submission for the GSDCA ‘A’ and ‘Z’ stamp.  This 

enables us to gather more data on our breed, improve our statistical reporting and any trends in our breed. 

Of note is the CHED current (May 2026) breed average for the German Shepherd Dog of 9.07 and the median 

result of 7.00 for 835 results. 

Hip and Elbow and Scoring  

An action from the 2025 NBC meeting was to investigate the current scoring and consider whether a reduction 

in the Hip pass score should be implemented. Currently a pass requires a score of 8 or less on either hip (so 

maximum 16 total) with no greater than a score of 3 in any individual area.  

The following is an analysis of results from all dogs in the GSDCA database scored from 1/1/2010 to 30/6/2026. 

This represents 6214 dogs. 2010 was selected as the starting time frame to provide a well represented sample 

size and in 2010 the rolling 5 year average was 6.70, so the beginning of an upwards trend. 

 
Right Left Total Total dogs Total Fail Total Pass 

Dogs scored 1/1/2010 to 30/6/2026 total scores 24015 26356 50371 6214 579 5635 

Ave or % 2.97 3.26 6.23   9.3% 90.7% 

 

 



10 | P a g e  N B C  M e e t i n g  2 0 2 6  

 

PASS Analysis RIGHT Hip LEFT Hip 

 
Passes % of Passes Passes % of Passes 

Passes Scoring 0 135 2.4% 98 1.7% 

Passes Scoring 1 866 15.4% 825 14.6% 

Passes Scoring 2 1545 27.4% 1397 24.8% 

Passes Scoring 3 1325 23.5% 1217 21.6% 

Passes Scoring 4 873 15.5% 943 16.7% 

Passes Scoring 5 490 8.7% 635 11.3% 

Passes Scoring 6 238 4.2% 283 5.0% 

Passes Scoring 7 116 2.1% 157 2.8% 

Passes Scoring 8 47 0.8% 80 1.4% 

 

 

 
 

FAIL analysis Total % Total % 

Scoring 7 but Fail (>3 in any area) 23 0.4% 36 0.6% 

Scoring 8 but Fail (>3 in any area) 29 0.5% 20 0.4% 

Of Fails - Total scoring more than 8 and less than 10 38 6.6% 37 6.4% 

Of Fails - Total scoring more than 10 309 53.4% 360 62.2% 

     

 
Right R % Left L % 

Of Fails - Total scoring more than 8 and less than 10 38 6.6% 37 6.4% 

Of Fails - Total scoring more than 10 309 53.4% 360 62.2% 

 Total %   

Of Fails - Total scoring 16 or less (>3 in area or >8 R or L) 175 30.2%   

Of Fails - Total scoring 17 - 20 97 16.8%   

Of Fails - Total scoring more than 20 307 53.0%   
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What does the data tell us?  

Since 2010, over 90% of dogs submitted to the GSDCA scheme receive a pass for hips. The large majority of these 

(74%) receive a total score for both hips of 3-9, well under the maximum limit of 16. 

Given a pass score of no more than 8 on either side, the data indicates that 97.1% of Right hips score 6 or less, 

and 95.8% of Left hips score 6 or less in total. For a score of 7 or less, its 99.1% Right and 98.5% Left. The 

remaining 1-1.5 % score 8. This data alone indicates that a reduction in the pass score is unlikely to be warranted. 

Only 400 dogs (7.1%) fell into the category where either hip scored 7 or 8. Interestingly, for scores 0-3 the Right 

hip has a higher percentage, and for scores of 4-8 the Left hip has the higher percentage. 

There were 127 dogs that scored an 8 on either or both hips, representing 104 different sires. Of those sires, only 

13 had 2 or more fails. 

Of the 579 fail results, 272 individual sires were represented. Of these, 107 had 2 or more fails. If the pass score 

was reduced from 8 to 7 this would increase to 109 sires with 2 or more fails.  

Decreasing the pass score from a maximum on either hip from 8 to 7 would not alter the GSDCA statistics 

significantly. It would also not adversely affect many sires’ statistics for a pass. 

However in ensuring we encourage members to utilise the schemes and monitor their dog’s health, making it 

slightly harder to achieve a pass, when the data indicates there is no great need, is not warranted. 

GSDCA Breed Improvement Scheme Recognition  

Kennels are recognised for the number of animals successfully presented to the Hip and Elbow Dysplasia 

Improvement Schemes, for their contribution and significant achievement, and are duly awarded Breeder Hip 

and Elbow Awards. Congratulations on these milestones to the following Kennels that qualified for awards in 

2025. Medals were provided in February for presentation. Congratulations to all breeders. 

Bronze Medallion 10+ 

State Kennel Owner Award 
Animals 

Passed 

NSW SCHUTZSHEP Mr M Delle Coste 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 11 & 11 

NSW STORMNAK Mr M Nakouzi 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 11 & 11 

NSW AZINCOURT A & S Bird 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 10 & 10 

NSW KOMLOHOF Mr A Komlos 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 10 & 10 

Qld KOMATZU Mrs J L Redmond 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 10 & 11 

SA NIMERIA Ms M Mitchell ‘A' Bronze 15 (& 17) 

SA GERMULF Ms T Stacey 'A' Bronze & 'Z' Bronze 11 & 11 

WA MAERCECI Miss C Baker ‘A' Bronze 10 (& 12) 
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Silver Medallion 25+    

State Kennel Owner Award A 

SA KYNDOM Mr B & Mrs S Lawrence 'A' Silver & 'Z' Silver 29 & 30 

 

Gold Medallion 50+  

State Kennel Owner Award A 

NSW KHANIQUE Miss C Booth 'A' Gold & 'Z' Gold 52 & 50 

QLD KAYROSSI Miss R G Masterman 'A' Gold & 'Z' Gold 50 & 54 

 

Dr Roger Lavelle Retires 

On 30th June 2025 Dr Roger Lavelle retired as a radiologist. Dr Lavelle had been involved in scoring hip and elbow 

x-rays for 50 years and his contribution to the evolution and conduct of the GSDCA HDED schemes, and the 

health and well being of our animals was immense. Many members and breeders over the years have had Dr 

Lavelle score xrays and his advice and counsel will be greatly missed.  Roger’s wife Annie has provided great 

support throughout Roger’s career. They have both been a pleasure to work with and we wish them both well in 

retirement. On behalf of the GSDCA, thank you to Roger for his service and contribution to our breed. 

Dr Ana Hayes and Dr Jennifer Richardson are the current GSDCA readers available. Additional readers for our 

schemes should be considered due course. Dr Mariano Makara is currently a Dogs Australia reader and the 

GSDCA’s adjudicator.  

My thanks again the State Registrars for their efforts. All are very responsive in approving contract submissions 

for members and manage the digital system well. Owners are reminded when submitting applications to ensure 

the data they enter is correct, as errors must be corrected before contracts are issued. This includes email 

addresses, no contract (or results) will be received if the email is wrong.  Less work for all if done correctly the 

first time. 

Thank you to our Radiologists for their assistance and timely reading of x-rays and score advisement. Thankyou 

also to Frank Moody for database updates as required. 

For any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact myself at anytime, hded@gsdcouncilaustralia.org 

Jacinta Poole 

HD ED Registrar 

 

mailto:hded@gsdcouncilaustralia.org


13 | P a g e  N B C  M e e t i n g  2 0 2 6  

 

NBC Registrar Report – July 2026 

1 January – 30 June 2026 

A total of 13 surveys were held between February and June 2026, compared with 16 surveys for the 
same period in 2025. One additional survey was scheduled in the ACT however was cancelled due to 
low numbers, likewise an additional survey was scheduled in South Australia which also did not 
proceed. 
 
51 animals were presented for classification; this being 9 animals less when compared with the same 
period last year, however 3 less surveys were held this year. The total number of animals presented 
remains well under previous years, unfortunately cementing a sign of the times. 
 
The 51 animals presented comprised of 28 Stock coats and 23 Long Stock coats. 
Stock coats accounted for 55% of all animals surveyed.  
A noteworthy statistic being the percentage of Long Stock Coat animals presented to survey, which has 
increased this year to 45% compared with 35% during the same period last year (2025). Each year this 
percentage is gradually approaching an even split. 
Six imported dogs were presented during this period, one from New Zealand, one from France, one from 
Hungary and three from the United Kingdom. Of the 6 presented, 3 animals were presented for full 
survey whilst 3 presented for verification. 
It is pleasing to note that of these imported animals, two have received the VA classification in Germany. 
 
Of the 51 animals’ presented, only three (3) animals presented to survey have failed during this period. 
The reasons are stated in the table below. These animals represent 6% of all animals presented in this 
period. This is encouraging to see, being 50% down on last year. 
The reasons for failure were 1 x due to temperament and 2 x due height – oversize. 
 

Club Surveys 
Animals 

Presented SC LSC Classified FAIL REASON 
Imported 

Dogs 

ACTGSDA 0 0 0 0 0 0   

GSDAWA 2 7 4 3 6 1 1 – Height o/size 1 
GSDCQ 1 10 4 6 10 0   
GSDCSA 2 7 4 3 7 0  1 
GSDCT 2 4 3 1 3 1 Temperament  
GSDCV 3 5 2 3 5 0   

GSDL 2 14 7 7 13 1 Height 4 

NHRGSDC 1 4 2 2 4 0   
Totals 14 51 28 23 48 3  6 

 
At the time of this report all surveys for the first half of the year up until the last survey conducted in 
late June have been allocated and processed. 



14 | P a g e  N B C  M e e t i n g  2 0 2 6  

 

There are 4 surveys scheduled to be held in July, prior to the NBC meeting in August. GSDL, GSDCQ, 
NHRGSD & GSDAWA. 

Imported Animals Presented to Survey  
 

Date Name Sire Dam Sex Country 
of Origin 

Surveyor Club 

22/2/26 ZANDAMOR 
GIGHA 
 

RENO V TEAM 
ANGLEISUS 

NORMA DU 
VAL D'ANZIN 

F UNITED 
KINGDOM 

JANE PIKE GSDCSA 

18/4/26 RONADLO DU 
VAL D’ANZIN 

SASTOR VON 
HUNEBGRAB 

OUSAMA DU 
VAL D'ANZIN 

M FRANCE NATALIE 
HUMPHRIES 

GSDAWA 

14/5/26 DERINGOLSTA 
YABADABADOO RAGNOR V ARLETT 

DERINGOLSTA 
TAKE N TIME 

F NEW 
ZEALAND 

KURT 
MORTON 

GSDL 

14/5/26 EDVIN VON NEU 
GARMOND 

GRIMM DELLA 
VALCUVIA 

IMOLA VOM 
LEITHAWALD 

M HUNGARY KURT 
MORTON 

GSDL 

14/5/26 ZANDAMOR 
FRANCO  
 

TEAM MALBRO 
HILTON 

ZANDAMOR 
CARRERA 

M UNITED 
KINGDOM 

JO CATHIE GSDL 

14/5/26 VENOM ZUM 
KOLBENGUSS 
 

SCHIWAGO VON 
BAD-BOLL 

SANSA ZUM 
KOLBENGUSS 

M UNITED 
KINGDOM 

JO CATHIE GSDL 

 
Online Breed Survey Portal 
 
State Registrars 
BS11 Forms 
A reminder to all State Registrars of the BS11 process within the online portal. 
 
The BS11 form is still a requirement and MUST be provided to the NBC Registrar within 7 days 
following the survey. Too many registrars are neglecting this process. 
 
The process on the portal has been made easy for you, please see below a reminder of how process a 
BS11 form. The portal will automatically generate most of the information for you and this information 
flows through to the data entry to process the surveys. 
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Surveyors  
Submission of BS7 Worksheets 
A reminder to surveyors to scan and email their completed BS7 worksheet to the your state 
registrar ASAP after the survey. It is not up to the NBC registrar to keep chasing surveyors.  
The state registrar will then upload these to the portal for processing. 
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Most surveyors are inputting data into the database in a timely manner, thank you. Some still need 
reminding! However this is not the end of the process, please remember to finalise your upload ready 
for the portal also. 
Remember the faster the information is entered, the faster members will receive their certificates.  
 
Registrars, if you can see that the worksheets have not been received within 2 weeks post survey please 
inform the State coordinator to chase that surveyor up. 
 
This system was implemented to speed up the whole process of Breed Survey for the members. If 
everyone does their job the system will work seamlessly.  
 

Photos 
A reminder to registrars and surveyors to remind all members that they are to provide a suitable photo 
within 7 days of the date of survey.  
There are too many animals being approved on the database with no photo having been supplied.  
Photos can be uploaded at the time of survey application, again a process implemented to make the 
process more streamlined. 
Alternatively, they can be emailed to me at – regnbc@gsdcouncilaustralia.org. 
 
When clubs are advertising their upcoming survey, if the portal photo upload could be advertised, this 
may assist with the take-up of this process. 
 
GSDCA Breed Survey Personnel 2026 

Club Active Breed Surveyors State 

Registrar 

State Registrar and Coordinator 

contact email 

ACTGSDA 
Glenn Gregory (Coordinator) 
 Veronica 

Fairbairn 

wmeffert62@gmail.com 

glenbala@outlook.com 
 

GSDL 

Jo Cathie (Coordinator), Glenn Gregory, 

Melanie Groth, Karen Hedberg, Terry 

Jarvis, Jessica Kada, Kurt Morton, 

Graeme Stevenson 

Jo Cathie 
havantaa@outlook.com 

 
 

N&HRGSDC Melanie Groth (Coordinator) 
 

Chelsea Bird 
chelseajanebird@gmail.com 

melanie.groth62@gmail.com 

GSDCQ 
Sharon Ballantyne-Gordon (Coordinator),  

Louis Donald  

Michelle 

Hammond 

breedaffairs@gsdcqld.org.au 

archie011@hotmail.com 

GSDCSA 

Peter Flynn (Coordinator), Jean 

Butterfield, Steve Collins, Jenny De Lucia, 

Jane Pike 

Andrew 

O’Loughlin 

andrew.w.oloughlin@gmail.com 

peter.flynn048@gmail.com 
 

GSDCT Alastair Henderson (Coordinator) Kristy Hall 
 

breedaffairsgsdct@gmail.com 

alastair1957henderson@gmail.com 
 

GSDCV Alastair Henderson (Coordinator) Gill Cafari 
cafari@bigpond.com 

alastair1957henderson@gmail.com 
 

mailto:wmeffert62@gmail.com
mailto:havantaa@outlook.com
mailto:chelseajanebird@gmail.com
mailto:breedaffairs@gsdcqld.org.au
mailto:andrew.w.oloughlin@gmail.com
mailto:breedaffairsgsdct@gmail.com
mailto:cafari@bigpond.com
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In closing this report, I would like to thank all registrars and surveyors who have worked tirelessly this 
year to ensure a smooth process for all. The online portal is working very well, overall ensuring a faster 
process for all. 

Jessica Kada 

GSDCA NBC Breed Survey Registrar 
 

Verification Report 
The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) maintains a rigorous process for verifying the 

credentials of imported animals and semen, safeguarding the integrity of our THE GSDCA breeding program 

and schemes. This approach ensures that all imports correspond accurately with their documentation and 

are consistent with official records from their country of origin. In the past six months, the following imports 

have been verified successfully:   

 Venom zum Kolbenguß  

 Zandamor Franco   

 Zandamor Gigha   

 Ronaldo Du Val D’Anzin (Completed by Melanie Groth)  

As this is my final report in the role, I extend my best wishes to the GSDCA in continuing this important work, 

and trust that future efforts in this area will be appropriately supported with the professionalism the position 

requires. I would like to thank those that have continually provided support and extend my gratitude to 

Melanie Groth (NBC Chair), Frank Moody (Database), and Vincent Tantaro and Honey Gross-Richardson 

(Interpreters).   

Kurt Morton 
Verification Officer to May 2026 
 
 

GSDCA Database Report  

I am pleased to submit this GSDCA Database progress report to the 2026 NBC Meeting. 

Unfortunately, I will not be in attendance at this meeting. 

HD/ED Sire Statistics 

Greg Green, Nicky McDermott (aspirant), 

Vince Tantaro, Ian Urie, Jenny Yuen  

GSDAWA 
Robyn Knuckey (Coordinator), Natalie 

Humphries 
Leanne Irvine 

hotnote1@bigpond.net.au 

Robyn.knuckey@gmail.com 
 

mailto:hotnote1@bigpond.net.au
mailto:Robyn.knuckey@gmail.com
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The updated HD/ED Sire Statistics as at 30th June 2026 as prepared using the GSDCA Database, will be 

available approximately early August and placed on the GSDCA website. 

Data Update 

 Dog Database - Registrations are currently up to 15th June 2026 – being 326,552 dogs. 

 Tattoo/Microchip – Microchips are uploaded when we receive the DA Registrations. 

 HD/ED - There are now 13,487 results in the database. 

 Breed Survey - There are now 2,761 results in the database. 

 Character Assessment (previously ZAP) – There are now 190 results in the database. 

User Activity 

We continue to see slight variations in the monthly averages, which is to be expected, however the trend 

remains strong indicating ongoing usage by our Breeders and Members. 

Monthly average 

YEAR 

Unique 

visitors 

Number of 

visits 
Pages Hits 

2015 372 659 18,277 28,744 

2016 398 722 16,870 28,795 

2017 427 857 19,682 34,451 

2018 477 992 18,629 35,840 

2019 597 1,200 19,005 37,155 

2020 656 1,267 16,732 34,161 

2021 634 1,399 17,242 32,151 

2022 551  1,400 17,425 30,899 

2023 496 1,322 17,332 30,182 

2024 593 1,238 15,586 28,642  

2025 605 1,252 14,038 27,934 

2026 YTD 613 1,405 16,340 30,907 

 

Breed Survey photos 

Please continue to encourage owners to submit photos for inclusion in the database. 

Photos are very important so that we have a pictorial record of the dogs surveyed, so please supply these to the 

NBC Registrar ASAP. 
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Thank you 

Thank you to Rob Filardo (Database programmer), Melanie Groth (NBC Chair), Jess Kada (National BS 

Registrar), Jacinta Poole (National HD/ED Registrar), Julie Urie (National CA Registrar) and the Breed Surveyors 

and Character Assessors for their time and assistance in ongoing data entry and maintenance of the Database. 

Frank Moody 

GSDCA Database Coordinator 

 

GSDCA Character Assessment Data 

 
This adjusted table compares each club’s contribution by excluding administrative duplicates and 

assessments that were never allocated or completed. 

Club State Completed 
Assessments 

% of Total 
Assessments 

% Assessments 
Against Club 
Membership 

GSDCV Victoria 75 38.5%  4.3% 

GSDL New South Wales 39 20.0% 11.8 % 

GSDCQ Queensland 27 13.8%   12.3% 

GSDAWA Western Australia 19 9.7%    4.7% 

GSDCT Tasmania 18 9.2%   43.9% 

GSDCSA South Australia 7 3.6%    1.8% 

ACTGSDA ACT 5 2.6%    3.9% 

NHRGSDC New South Wales 5 2.6%    6.6% 

Total  195 100.0%  
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AN INVITATION TO ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN 

LEARNING 

If you breed, show or are interested in learning more 

about German Shepherds! 

2 August 2026 

Boost your Knowledge           
Learn together. 

GSDCA NBC Education Day Program 

Time Topic Presenters 

9:00 - 10:00 An in-depth look at 2026 Sire’s progeny – 
Making bloodline and family connections 

NBC Executive 

10:00 - 10:30 State Breed Evaluation Reporting – Best 
Practice 

Kurt Morton 

11:00 – 12:00 Breeder’s Group Analysis Presentation Robyn Knuckey 

12:30 – 1:30 Practical workshop – Measuring dogs/ 
Analysing angulation and movement 

NBC Executive 

2:00 – 3:00 DNA update and Health & Wellbeing Matters Dr Candy Baker 
and Dr Robert 
Zammit BVSc 

 

GSDCA 
Education 

Event 

OPEN 
INVITATION 

• Breed Health and 
Wellbeing Matters  

• Our Sires - 2026 

• Breeding 
programs 

• Practical 
workshop: 
Anatomy and 
movement 

GSDCA Inc - Venue 

GSDCSA Club Rooms 
Barratt Reserve, West Beach 

For information 
secretary@gsdcouncilaustralia.org 

 

https://www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/ 

2 August 2026 

9:00 am-3:00 pm 
 

mailto:secretary@gsdcouncilaustralia.org
https://www.gsdcouncilaustralia.org/
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Notes: 


