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GSDCA Judges Chair Report 

2026 National Breed Council & Judges Meeting 

It is a pleasure to present my first report as GSDCA Judges Chair, having been appointed to 

the role in February 2026. 

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge and thank the outgoing Judges Chair, Jenny DeLucia, for 

her dedication and commitment over the past two years. Jenny's work has provided a solid 

foundation for the continued development of our judges' education and administration, and 

I appreciate the time and effort she has contributed to the role. 

Since taking on the position, one of my primary objectives has been to strengthen and 

formalise a number of important judging and administrative processes to ensure 

consistency, transparency and continuity for future committees. An important component 

of this work will be coordinating a comprehensive review of the GSDCA National Show & 

Trial Manual, ensuring it continues to reflect current practices and provides clear guidance 

for future host clubs. I would like to extend a very big thank you to those group members 

who have agreed to join as a team in this review – President Robyn Knuckey, Jess Lynch 

current NSLO, Jacinta Poole, John DeLucia and Paul York. 

I look forward to working with you all in the coming months. 

2026 National Show & Trial – German Shepherd Dog League 

The GSDL hosted the 52nd GSDCA National Show & Trial in Sydney on 14th to 17th May 

2026. I would like to congratulate all the winners and all exhibitors who attended the event. 

A special thanks to those few people who managed to pull it together after some very trying 

times leading up to the event. Further information is listed in the NSLO report is attached. 

2027 National Show & Trial - To be hosted by the GSDCV 

Planning and preparation for the 2027 National Show & Trial, has continued to progress 

throughout the year. I would like to acknowledge the work being undertaken by the host club 

and thank them for their ongoing commitment to staging Australia's premier German 
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Shepherd Dog event. I am sure the event will be spectacular as always when we head to 

Melbourne. 

 

National Judges List 

Following the outcomes of the 2025 NBC Meeting, the GSDCA National Judges List has been 

updated accordingly. This sees the addition of two judges - Mauro di Festa (Italy) and 

Gaetano Barbieri (Italy). 

My sincere thanks go to Jane Pike for working with me, and her invaluable assistance in 

reviewing and updating the list and ensuring its accuracy. 

 

2028 National Show & Trial – Adelaide 

Planning has commenced for the 2028 GSDCA National Show & Trial to be hosted by the 

GSDCSA. Discussions with the host club are progressing, and I look forward to working 

collaboratively with the organising committee as preparations continue over the coming 

year. 

 

Tail Male Charts 

The updated Tail Male Charts have been prepared for presentation and will be presented in 

the National Review edition. 

My sincere thanks to Stephen Collins for the considerable time and effort involved in 

collating and preparing this valuable information for the Council. (see below) 
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Aspirant Specialist Judge Applications 

It is great to see this year that we have received three applications for admission to the 

GSDCA Aspirant Specialist Judge Program. These are on the agenda for the Judges meeting, 

Chelsea Bird, Jessica Bird and Michelle Hammond. 

These applications will be considered in accordance with the current policy and procedures 

and I hope to see these three ladies commence the course shortly. 

GSDCA Specialist Judge Reinstatement 

A request has been received from Peter Cocks seeking reinstatement as a GSDCA Specialist 

Judge. 

This application will be considered by the Council at the Closed Judges meeting in 

accordance with the relevant regulations and policy requirements. 

GSDCA National Show & Trial - Breeders Group Competition 

This year's Breeders Group Competition was judged by Executive Member Mr Peter Flynn 

(SA). 

A total of four breeder groups were presented, comprising of: 

• Three Long Stock Coat breeder groups and,

• One Stock Coat breeder group.

Peter's report is as follows: 

Firstly, I would like to thank the GSDL of NSW and the GSDCA for the appointment to judge 

the breeder groups at the 2026 National. It is a great achievement for a breeder to present a 

group at a National considering they need to have four animals entered in the show above 

nine months old, by at least two different sires and two different dams. The one thing that I 

did note in the groups was the low level of males entered, nearly all the entries were females. 

Stock Coat Groups 

1st place – Gewalt Kennels 

A group of four bitches presented from two sires and three dams. A very high-quality group 

with excellent uniformity and excellent type. Very good proportions, very good heads and 

expressions with dark eyes, very good length and lay of necks, high withers, straight backs, 
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croups of good length and lay, good to very good length and lay of upper arms very good 

hindquarter angulations. Very good fore and under-chest developments. Most animals step 

slightly close going and all correct coming. Very good ground covering gaits with very good 

reach.  Congratulations to the breeders on presenting such a beautiful and uniform group. 
 

Long Stock Coat Groups 

Lovely to see three groups presented of very high quality and uniformity. I enjoyed judging 

these groups. 

1st Place – Jaknell Kennels 

Four bitches presented from two sires and two dams of very high quality and excellent 

uniformity. Excellent type, very good proportions, very good pigmentation, very good heads 

and expression with dark eyes and very good masking’s, very good length and lay of necks, 

high withers, straight backs, well laid with good length of croups. Very good fore and 

hindquarter angulations, very good fore and under-chest developments.  Most animals step 

slightly close going and all correct coming. Very good ground covering movements with very 

good reach and hindquarter drive. Congratulations to the breeders on presenting such a 

beautiful and uniform group. 

2nd Place – Gabmalu Kennels 

One male and 4 females presented from three sires and three dams. A high quality group of 

very good uniformity. Very good proportions, very good heads and expression with dark eyes, 

very good masking’s, some animals have slightly short slightly erect necks, high withers, firm 

backs, slightly short well laid croups, good to very good forequarter angulations, very good 

hindquarter angulations, very good fore and under chest developments. Most animals step 

slightly close going and all correct coming. Very good ground covering gaits with strong drive 

and good reach. Congratulation to the breeders for presenting a group of high quality very 

good uniformity. 

3rd Place – Azincourt Kennels 

Four bitches presented from four sires and three dams. A high quality group of very good 

uniformity. Good proportions, very good heads and expression with very good eye colour 

and masking, good length and lay of necks, level to high withers, firm backs, some slightly 

short and slightly steep croups, good forequarter angulations, very good hind quarter 

angulations, very good fore and good under-chest developments. Most animals step slightly 
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close going and all correct coming.  Very good ground covering movements with strong drive, 

where the reach could be more effective in some of the exhibits. Congratulations on the 

breeders on presenting a high quality of good uniformity with a high level of difficulty. 

 

Judges' Critiques 

It is pleasing to see critiques continuing to be submitted by our judges following judging 

appointments. 

As these critiques become an increasingly valuable historical and educational resource, I 

believe there would be benefit in discussing the introduction of a standardised format or 

template. A consistent structure would improve readability, ensure key observations are 

captured, and provide greater uniformity across all critiques submitted by GSDCA 

Specialist Judges. A format for stenographers and clubs alike would greatly assist in this 

area. I look forward to discussing this proposal with the Council and Judges. 

 

In closing, I would like to thank the Executive, Specialist Judges and all those who have 

supported me during my first few months as Judges Chair. I look forward to continuing to 

work collaboratively with everyone to support the ongoing development of our judges, 

maintain the integrity of our judging processes, and contribute to the continued success of 

the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia. 

 

Jessica Kada  

GSDCA Judges Chair 

 

The GSDCA National Show and Trial 
 

Preamble - The National Ideal We Must Not Lose 

Gail Donald on behalf of the GSDCA Executive 

When the importation ban on the German Shepherd Dog was lifted in the early 1970s, it 

marked far more than the removal of a government restriction. It was the result of decades 

of effort, persistence and unity by people who believed the breed deserved equal treatment, 

proper recognition and a future in Australia. 
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That achievement was not the work of one person, one club or one state. It was a hard-won 

outcome led and supported by distinguished pioneers in our fraternity who understood that 

credibility, discipline and cohesion were essential if the breed was to move forward. 

In the decades that followed, the German Shepherd Dog fraternity did not simply grow. It 

developed. It pursued specialist knowledge, specialist judging, breed surveys, national 

grading systems and procedures designed to support a breed that could not be properly 

assessed through generic all-breeds thinking alone. 

One of our leading founders, Jurgen Neddermeyer, always held firmly to the belief that the 

GSDCA was the vital glue that held the German Shepherd Dog fraternity together as a 

nationally integrated breed. It was never intended to be merely a Council in name, or a 

meeting place for state interests. It was the mechanism by which all State Clubs, all 

enthusiasts and all who cared seriously about the breed could work together toward a 

common goal. 

The National Show was, and should remain, the celebration of that ideal. 

It was the one event each year where state borders mattered less than breed unity. It brought 

together breeders, exhibitors, judges, clubs, members and supporters under one national 

banner. It represented the idea that the German Shepherd Dog in Australia was not a 

collection of isolated state interests, but one breed, one national fraternity and one shared 

responsibility. 

 

That ideal is now at risk 

This year we saw Championship Show rules used in a way that stopped some elements of 

the National from proceeding. We also saw, when it suited certain interests, a disregard for 

the National Procedure Manual. The manual is not perfect. No living document ever is. But 

it exists for a reason. It is reviewed, adjusted and progressed over time because the National 

itself has grown, changed and developed. It should be treated with respect, not used 

selectively or ignored when inconvenient. 

This raises a serious question. If Championship Show regulations are now capable of 

restricting the very character, tradition and purpose of the National, perhaps it is time to ask 

whether the National should continue as a Championship Show at all. 

That is not a small question, and it should not be asked lightly. But nor should it be avoided. 

If the National is to remain the true national celebration of the German Shepherd Dog, then 
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it must be able to operate in a way that reflects the specialist nature of our breed, our history, 

our grading system, our traditions and our procedures. If that cannot happen under 

Championship Show restrictions, then perhaps a non-championship format needs to be 

seriously considered. 

The point is not to walk away from kennel controls. The point is to protect what generations 

before us fought to build. 

The GSDCA is the amalgam of the State Clubs. It represents the achievements, sacrifices, 

negotiations and hard-won progress of those states over many decades. What has been 

achieved was not achieved by chance. It came from unity, discipline, specialist knowledge 

and a shared belief that the German Shepherd Dog deserved a national structure unlike any 

other. 

Today, too much energy is being lost to division, suspicion, conspiracy theories, personal 

grievance and an old all-breeds mentality that does not understand, or does not value, the 

specialist system earlier generations fought to establish. 

Debate is healthy. Accountability is necessary. Change is inevitable. But division and 

selective rule use do not protect the breed. They weaken it. 

We inherited a national ideal. We inherited privileges earned through decades of effort. Our 

responsibility now is simple: to defend what was built, improve what needs improving, and 

ensure the National remains the true celebration of the German Shepherd Dog in Australia. 

52nd GSDCA National Show and Trial – NSLO Report 

(Hosted by GSDL on behalf of the GSDCA) 

Overview 

The lead-up to this year's National was a challenging one. The club set out to implement 

several new initiatives, but as planning progressed it became difficult to put these into 

practice, and communication broke down between the various subgroups and the 

committee. This ultimately led to some changes in personnel during the build-up. 

Despite these setbacks, a number of members stepped in and worked tirelessly to ensure 

the National went ahead, and their efforts deserve significant thanks and recognition. 
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These issues have highlighted the need for a detailed review of the National Manual, with a 

view to: 

• Providing clearer direction on when key decisions and tasks should be completed 

• Establishing a clear outline of communication pathways 

New Initiatives 

Despite the difficulties in the lead-up, the club still managed to trial several new initiatives 

at this year's National, most of which delivered genuine improvements to the running of the 

event: 

• A change to the Saturday schedule 

• New trophies for gold medal winners 

• Individuals judging commencing with handlers managing their own warm-ups, rather 

than the previous system 

• Dedicated warm-up rings positioned on the outside of the main ring 

• The running of a Sprint Dog Trial and a Tricks Trial 

Each of these is discussed in more detail below, along with observations on how they 

performed in practice and where there is room for refinement. 

Saturday Schedule Change 

The Saturday schedule was restructured with the specific goal of ensuring that Obedience 

and Sires Progeny did not clash, as has been an ongoing issue at past Nationals. This year, 

that goal was achieved successfully, with both events running without overlap. Feedback on 

this will need to be obtained, to see if this scheduling approach should be retained and used 

as the template for future Nationals. 

New Trophies 

The introduction of new trophies for gold medal winners was a well-received addition to this 

year's National. The trophies provided an excellent, photogenic moment on the podium for 
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winners, giving exhibitors a lasting memento of their achievement and a strong visual for 

photography.  

Individuals and Self-Managed Warm-Ups 

The change to how individuals were run was one of the more significant procedural shifts 

trialled this year. Rather than the previous system, handlers were responsible for managing 

their own warm-ups, with classes run off separately. This meant handlers no longer needed 

to move back and forth between rings to do warm-up laps. 

Overall, classes ran smoothly across the weekend under this new format. The reduction in 

handlers shuttling between warm-up and individual judging noticeably reduced both the 

time pressure and the stress experienced by exhibitors and contributed to the event running 

to time more consistently than in previous years. 

One issue did arise on Sunday: a number of handlers were left waiting for their individuals 

while the Open Bitch Long Stock Coat class was being run concurrently. This is likely a 

scheduling and sequencing issue rather than a flaw in the format itself, but it does suggest 

that the order and pairing of classes on Sunday needs review. It would be worthwhile raising 

this with other clubs to compare experiences and agree on the best running order for Sunday 

going forward. 

Warm-Up Rings 

Dedicated warm-up rings were set up on the outside of the main ring as part of this year's 

changes, intended to give handlers a clear, designated space to prepare their dogs before 

entering the ring. In practice, these rings were likely underused relative to what the club had 

originally intended. 

With only a small number of dogs waiting inside at any given time, there was already 

sufficient space within the main ring for handlers to warm up their dogs without interrupting 

individual judging, reducing the need to make use of the separate warm-up areas. This isn't 

necessarily a failure of the initiative — it may simply reflect that the main ring size at this 

venue made a separate warm-up space less critical than anticipated. This is worth keeping 

in mind when planning ring space and warm-up facilities at future venues, particularly if a 

smaller main ring is used. 
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Sprint Dog Trial and Tricks Trial 

This year's National also saw the introduction of a Sprint Dog Trial and a Tricks Trial, both 

new additions to the event program in Sydney. These initiatives offered exhibitors an 

alternative way to engage with their dogs outside of the traditional show and obedience/trial 

classes, adding variety to the weekend and broadening the appeal of the National to a wider 

range of members. Feedback on both events was positive, and their inclusion helped 

contribute to a more well-rounded event overall. As with the other new initiatives trialled this 

year, it would be worth reviewing turnout, entries, and logistics for both the Sprint Dog Trial 

and Tricks Trial to determine how they can be further promoted and refined for future 

Nationals. 

Issues Encountered 

A number of issues arose over the course of the weekend as a result of Dogs NSW rules, 

which created complications for several components that are usually a standard, well-

established part of our National, including: 

• Judging of Breeders Groups – rule requirements caused complications with how 

this was run compared to previous years 

• Running of Sires Progeny – similarly affected by rule constraints 

• Photography arrangements – these were resolved prior to judging beginning 

Because these are recurring, well-established elements of the GSDCA National, it is 

important that the club engages with their canine control well in advance of the National to 

clarify requirements and, where possible, seek agreed arrangements that reflect how these 

components have traditionally been run at our National. Addressing this early will help 

ensure these components run smoothly in future and reduce last-minute disruption for 

judges, handlers, and volunteers. 

Social Events 

Saturday night's social event was not well supported this year, causing the event to be 

cancelled. The social program has previously an important part of the National experience 
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for many exhibitors, however in recent years this has reduced. This should be reviewed as 

part of future planning discussions. 

Acknowledgements 

Following what was, at times, a genuinely difficult build-up, congratulations and heartfelt 

thanks go to all the members who came together to put on this event. The willingness of 

members to step up, take on new responsibilities, and work tirelessly through a stressful 

period is what ultimately made this National possible, and it should not go unrecognised. 

Particular thanks also go to members from other clubs who generously gave their time and 

expertise to support GSDL in delivering the event, especially: 

• John Delucia – for his work managing the trial events across the weekend 

• Judy O'Loughlin – for completing the catalogue 

Their contributions, alongside those of everyone who pitched in during the final stages of 

planning and across the weekend itself, were instrumental to the National's success. 

Looking Ahead 

This year's National has provided valuable, if hard-won, lessons about how the club plans 

and delivers events of this scale. I look forward to working with the clubs to review these 

issues in detail so that future Nationals can be built on a more stable foundation, with 

clearer processes and less pressure placed on the individuals who volunteer their time to 

make these events happen. 

Jess Lynch 

GSDCA NSLO 

 

 52nd National Show and Trial Report 2026 

Hosted on behalf of the GSDCA by the German Shepherd Dog League of NSW. 

Report not provided  (29/07/2026) 
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53rd National Show and Trial 2027 

The GSDCV will host the 53rd National at KCC Park, Skye, 

Melbourne on April 16, 17 & 18th April 2027. 

The conformation judges are Robert Lang (SV) and Torsten Kopp 

(SV). 

The performance judges are Jill Houston (WA), Amanda Houston 

(WA), Barbara Murfet (Qld), Gaye Todd (Vic) & Jo Bates (Vic). 

Entry Fees 

Intermediate

RALLY

The opening ceremony will be held Friday lunchtime, Sires Progeny will be held Saturday 

morning, Junior Handlers will be held Saturday lunchtime, and Winner of Winners will be 

held Sunday lunchtime. Rally will be held on Friday and Obedience on Saturday.  

A Police Dog has been identified for the Service Award.  

A Scentwork trial will be run on Thursday in conjunction with the event. 

2029 National 

The GSDCV will host the 55th National at KCC Park, Skye, Melbourne on April 13, 14 & 15th 

April 2029. Dogs Victoria has given approval for hosting at the venue, and the GSDCV 

management committee has approved hosting the event. 

54th  National Show and Trial 2028 

This National Show and Trial will be held in Adelaide, and the dates have been approved by 

Dogs South Australia. 

Class First Entry Subsequent 
CONFORMATION Baby Puppy $30.00 $20.00 

Minor & Puppy $40.00 $30.00 
Junior & Intermediate $50.00 $40.00 
Open $55.00 $45.00 

OBEDIENCE & RALLY  All classes $40.00 $30.00 
SCENT All Classes $30.00 $25.00 


