GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA Inc.

NATIONAL BREED COMMISSION MEETING

( o
Date: Saturday 1 August, Sunday 2 August 2026 \. = éﬁ
Time: At the conclusion of the Judges’ Meeting

1. Opening & Welcome:
Chair: Melanie Groth — NBC Chair.
The meeting opened at
2. Present & Apologies:
As per the signature sheet.
“That apologies be accepted”.

Moved:
Seconded:

3. Adoption of the Agenda:
Adoption of the Agenda for the National Breed Commission meeting.
“That the Agenda for the National Breed Commission Meeting, as circulated, be adopted”.

Moved:
Seconded:

4. Confirmation of the Minutes:

“That the National Breed Commission Meeting minutes held on 2 & 3 August 2025 be
adopted. ”

Moved:
Seconded:

5 Business Arising from the 2024 Minutes and the 2025 AGM

5.1




NBC Chair - Update Health Profile form to require pedigree name of
dog, diagnosis, and +/-5 generation pedigree

In progress

Lumbosacral disease: This area of the spine is sometimes noted in
the comments section

HD/ED Registrar - where this is commented upon in the HD/ED report,
Jacinta to compile data for analysis by Dr Baker

In progress

GSDCV President - GSDCV to share their Structural Assessment
process with other Clubs

Incomplete

NBC Chair - Arrange for Dr Karen Hedberg’s presentation at Lerma on
inbreeding depression to be loaded to the website; facilitate an article
for the QNR; and arrange an NBC Breeders’ Forum with Dr Hedberg.

Ongoing. Karen
is to be asked
to write an
article for the
QNR. KH is not
available for
this meeting

Delegates to raise this matter (SV release of semen) at the meeting Ongoing
with the SV President in September.

NBC Chair - Write to the Dogs Australia Health and Welfare Ongoing
Committee advising of our intent to adopt DNA for parentage (with the | Letter to DA
option to expand to disease) and asking that this matter be added to Completed
the agenda for the next meeting. Seek advice re their plans and

timeframe to expand parentage DNA to all State and Territory bodies,

capacity to add data to ORCHID, and funding availability to assist

GSDCA with moving forward.

Electronic Breed Survey Application Process to be implemented Complete
NBC Chair to review the number of contracts issued but not used, and | Ongoing
scope whether adding an expiry date (say 12 months) would assist in
understanding the data and then provide advice.

NBC Chair to analyse HD data to determine the likely impact of | Ongoing

reducing the maximum score cutoff and then provide advice.

NBC Chair to write to Dogs Australia seeking permission to access
CHEDS data to build a more extensive picture of HD/ED results for the

Request sent to
DA after liaising

registered GSD population. with Dr K
Hedberg

Obedience Chair and Registrar to develop and provide process | Completed

documentation (Cheat Sheet) for State Registrars

Alastair and Julie Urie to hold a Zoom meeting with State Registrars and | Completed

Assessors to explain the changes and present the “cheat sheet” -

before 1/9/25

Alastair to arrange for Registrars’ email and phone contact details to be | Completed

added to the website and documentation, and to request a Council

email address for the role to be created.

A laptop audit will be conducted, and the laptop will be replaced if | Ongoing

needed. Treasurer to work with Jacinta Pool on this.




NBC Chair to seek advice from Jacinta Poole and Frank Moody | Ongoing - to be
regarding the data safety protections we have in place and any | completed with

associated risks. BS7 WS
Blanks for Starting Pistols are likely to be unavailable in Australiain the | Complete
future.

Clubs with a supplier are asked to stock up in case the items become
unavailable.

6 National Breed Commission Reports

6.1 National Breed Commission Chairperson‘s Report — Melanie Groth
6.2 HD ED Registrar’s Report — Jacinta Poole

6.3 Breed Survey Registrar’s Report — Jessica Kada

6.4 Health and Welfare Officer’s Report — Dr Candy Wedge

6.5 Title Verification Officer’s Report — Kurt Morton/Jenny Delucia

6.6 Database Coordinator — Frank Moody

7 Matters Arising from the National Breed Commission Reports
7.1

8 Matters Referred to the NBC Meeting from GSDCA Member Clubs, Breed
Surveyors and Judges

8.1 The Future of Breed Survey
Submitted by Vince Tantaro

| ask that members please consider the discussion points as put forth- they are not motions
but designed to act as a catalyst for definitive motions to go forward to the GSDCA AGM.

GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme & the Future- Discussion
GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme is facing a crisis: currently, 5 out of 21 are less than 60 years
old, ~75% are over 60.
Breakdown

e NSW: 30of7are 60+

e VIC: 6are 60+

e SA:30f4 are 60+

e QLD:1of2are60+

o WA: 2 of 2are 60+

e TAS, ACT &NT: No resident Surveyors



It is essential that the projected loss of Breed Surveyors in the next 5-10 years is addressed.
This will impact how the scheme is serviced, as there is little interest in younger members
who wish to take the ‘big step’ in the first instance to become GSDCA Breed Judges and join
the peer group of our fraternity. The problem facing the Scheme is no different to that which
the Clubs face: the absence of two generations to follow on, and the decline in the number
of members who are breeding, exhibiting, or trialling, is telling.

The following are options that may be considered.
1. Call for EOI from members who are breeders who have proved themselves;
mentor them so that they can be accepted and trained to be appointed as GSDCA
Breed Surveyors.
a. What perquisites?
i. They have been a member of a Member Club for a minimum
period of 7 years and have a history of Club involvement
ii. Theyhave bred 7 Breed Surveyed animals
iii. They have a history of attending and exhibiting at the GSDCA GSD
National Show & Trial & Member Club Shows

2. Maintain the current regulations and draw from the available pool of Breed
Surveyors.

a. As is the case now, where there are no Resident Breed Surveyors, Clubs
will need to arrange travel, etc.
In addition to option (a).

b. Conduct Breed Surveys prior to Member Club Shows- no reason why OS
and GSDCA Surveyors who have been invited to judge could not conduct
the Survey on the day before the show.

8.2 Acceptance of United Kingdom Breed Surveys classifications.
Submitted by NBC Executive

The current regulation is as per 3.7.1 (see below). It is proposed that we include the
Breed Surveys classifications from the United Kingdom in the approved
organisations.https://www.gsdbreedcouncil.co.uk/breed-survey-host/

The consideration would be that we accept Class 1; all others would have to undergo
a full survey in Australia, as their height regulations are up to 68cm for males and 63
cm for females.

Please see Attachment 1: - British Breed Survey Scheme


https://www.gsdbreedcouncil.co.uk/breed-survey-host/

Our Current Regulations

3.7.1.1.1.1 Breed Survey
The GSDCA recognises the breed survey classification from the following organisations for a
period of six months from release from quarantine for breeding, show and advertising
purposes, provided the animal meets the requirements as per Breed Survey Manual rule 5.3.3

[2022]

The current regulation 3.7.2.1 The GSDCA recognises the breed survey classification from
New Zealand, provided the animals meet the requirements as per Breed Survey Manual rule

5.4[2022]

Currently, those organisations are:

Country Organisation

Germany Verein fur Deutsche Schéferhunde (SV) e.V.

Italy Societa Amatori Schaferhunde (S.A.S.)

Netherlands VDH - Holland

New Zealand German Shepherd Dog Advisory Council (Breed Survey Manual rule 5.4)
Other Where a GSD has been breed surveyed in an overseas country, orin

Australia by a current SV Koermeister, holds a Dogs Australia
recognised HDED result, and where an SV Breed Survey certificate has
been issued to the animal, they should be presented to a GSDCA
Survey panel for confirmation of their Survey status as per Breed
Survey Manual Rule 5.3.4 [July 2024]

9 Matters Referred to the 2025 NBC Meeting from the GSDCA Annual General
Meeting

9.1
10 Any Other Business

10.1 Longevity certificate proposal- NHRGSDC of NSW

10.2 Workshop Timetable

Time Topic Presenter
8:30- 9:00 Tying up loose ends from Saturday Melanie Groth
9:00-10:00 | Anin-depth look atthe Sires Progeny 2025 | Melanie Groth/Robyn
National — making bloodline connections | Knuckey/Jessica Kada
10:00-10:30 | SBE Reporting — Best practice Kurt Morton
11:00-12:00 | Breeders Group - Analysis Presentation Robyn Knuckey




1

12

12:30-1:30 Practical workshop: Measuring dogs/ NBC executive
analysing angulation and movement
2:00-3:00 DNA update and Health & Wellbeing | Dr Candy Baker/ Dr Rob
matters Zammit
3:00-3:30 Questions Thoughts Melanie Groth
Finalising meeting —and setting new dates
Date & Venue for 2026:

Date and Venue for the 2026 National Breed Commission Meeting (Melbourne), if in person,

oronline - to be decided)

Close of Meeting:

Meeting closed at:




