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At the GSDCA National Show, one of the most meaningful presentations is the acknowledgement of a serving 
police dog and handler whose work reflects the courage, discipline and practical value of the German Shepherd 
Dog. This year, the GSDCA was proud to recognise Police Dog Blade, a five-year-old German Shepherd Dog 
partnered with Senior Constable Chris Hayward of the NSW Police Dog Unit. 
 
Born on 14 December 2019, PD Blade completed his General Purpose Course in October 2021 and has now 
served operationally for four years, working predominantly across the Sydney metropolitan area. 
 
In 2023, he was also accredited as a Public Order police dog and in Urban Search and Rescue, giving him a broad 
and highly valuable operational role.  
 
During his service, PD Blade has been instrumental in the arrest of at least 70 persons of interest, including high-
risk offenders, and has located two missing people. He has also deployed in his Urban Search and Rescue 
capacity, including attending the scene of a building explosion in Western Sydney. 
 
Blade’s operational record is exceptional. Soon after becoming operational, he tracked from a stolen motor 
vehicle through multiple properties and located two suspects hiding in a shed. He has located offenders 
concealed in bushland, tracked violent and armed offenders through difficult environments, and assisted in the 
safe resolution of high-risk incidents involving kidnapping, weapons, assaults and domestic violence. 
 
In one particularly serious matter, Blade tracked and located a violent offender who had kidnapped a young 
woman at knife point, rammed a police vehicle and injured two officers. In another case, he tracked an armed 
offender linked to a shotgun and located him hiding inside a residence. Following a murder scene, Blade also 
located a machete connected to the offence, providing crucial evidence. 
 
These achievements reflect not only Blade’s ability, but also the strength of the working partnership between dog 
and handler. Together, PD Blade and Senior Constable Hayward demonstrate determination, control, courage and 
professionalism in situations that are often dangerous, unpredictable and highly pressured. 
 
For the GSDCA, recognising dogs such as PD Blade is especially important. The German Shepherd Dog was 
developed as a working dog, and while the show ring celebrates breed type, structure and movement, the service 
dog reminds us of the breed’s deeper purpose.  
 
Courage, soundness, intelligence, trainability and resilience are not abstract ideals. In dogs like Blade, they are 
seen in real life, under real pressure, doing work that matters.  
 
The GSDCA congratulates PD Blade and Senior Constable Chris Hayward on their outstanding service and proudly 
acknowledges their contribution to the NSW Police Force Dog Unit and to the wider public.  

 


