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The 57
th

 Annual General Meeting of the 
GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA Inc. 

to be held on 10th & 11th February 2018 
at “Mercure Sydney International Airport, 22 Levey Street, 

Wolli Creek, New South Wales  2205 
 

 

 

 
 

Annual General Meeting Agenda 
 

The GSDCA Annual General Meeting will commence at 8.30 am on Saturday 10
th
 February 2018 and continue through to 

Sunday afternoon and conclude once all business has been dealt with. 
 

Voting Strength 

Member Club Representative Voting Strength 

Australian Capital Territory GSDA Mr. Wolf Meffert  

GSD League Mr. Terry Jarvis  

Newcastle & Hunter Region GSDC Mr. Sean Lynch  

GSDC of Queensland Ms Sharon Ballantyne  

GSDC of South Australia Mr. John DeLucia  

GSDC of Tasmania Mr. Jurgen Haase  

GSDC of Victoria Mr. Vince Ebejer  

GSDA of Western Australia Mr. Ian Marr  

Total Votes   
 

Voting Strength - To be advised by the GSDCA Treasurer, as per the affiliation fees paid to the GSDCA Inc. 
 

1 Opening 

 

2 Minutes of the 56th Annual General Meeting 

2.1 Confirmation of Minutes from 56
th

 GSDCA AGM 
Motion:  That the minutes of the 56

th
 GSDCA Annual General Meeting held on the 11

th
 & 12

th
 February 2017 

in Victoria be accepted as a true and accurate record. 
 

Moved: …………………..………........ 
 

2.2 Matters Arising from 56
th

 AGM 

No. ACTION ACTIONED BY OUTCOME 

1 Council to assist with the implementation of the C&WA in 
Tasmania. 
 

 
Obedience Chair & 

Executive 

 
Still ongoing 

2 Secretary to on forward letter from Dogs West to all Clubs 
and Judges. 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 12/2/17 

3 Judges Committee Chair to follow up on whether or not 
Judges are insisting as to agreed policy adopted at Judges 
Committee that sees dogs standing naturally, no double 
handling and loose lead when gaiting when presented for 
individual examination. 

 
Judges Chair 

 
All judges reminded in an 

article from the Judges Chair 
published in the QNR. 

Completed 29/7/17 
 

4 Secretary to provide details of Junior Showmanship award 
plaques and other recipients as soon as they are confirmed 
by and or received from Clubs. 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 31/3/17 

5 The League to email the financial balance sheet to the 
GSDCA Secretary for distribution to the Member Clubs. 

 
Secretary 

Requested 16/2/17 
Received 23/2/17 

Requested more detail 3/3/17 
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6 That GSDCA National Conformation Judges list be amended 

accordingly as per discussion held regarding suitability of 
judges to judge the National and that Harald Hohmann as 
nominated and accepted be added to the list. 

 
Judges Chair 

 
Completed  29/7/17 

7 
16.1 - Letter to ANKC: 

“That application is made to amend ANKC Regulations Part 
6 Clause 8.9: German Shepherd Dog which currently reads: 

Clarification on the LRLs for the requirement for Haemophilia 
testing for GSDs. 

 
NBC Executive 

 
Completed 7/3/17 

8 
16.3 - Letter to ANKC: 

"That the GSDCA makes application to the ANKC to only 
register litters in either the main or limited register where 
both parents have met the current ANKC LRL for GSDs in 
regard to control of hip dysplasia and elbow dysplasia". 
 

 
NBC Executive 

 
Completed 7/3/17 

9  
16.4 

Amend Breed Survey Manual and GSDCA Regulations 
accordingly. 
 
5.1 German Shepherd Dogs shall be classified “Breed 

Survey Classified” provided those dogs and 
bitches are anatomically and temperamentally 
above the breed average in this country. 

5.2 Imported animals shall retain the classification awarded 
by their country of domicile. 

 
NBC Chair 
Secretary 

 
Regulations changed 9/5/17 

BS Working Party to amend in 
Manual 

 
Still ongoing 

10 16.5 
In relation to 7.1 Size – Motion Lost. 

 
Action: That the NBC Executive forward to all Breed 
Surveyors clarification with respect to the requirements 
relating to size and other criteria as now in place that allow 
an animal to be classified as Class 2. 
 

 
NBC Executive 

 
Part of the Breed Survey 
Guidelines sent 28/4/17. 

 
Completed 

11 To be referred to NBC Meeting for rewording. 

 
16.7 
GSDCA Breeders Achievement Award Medallion 

 

 
NBC Executive 

 
It was agreed by the Member 

Clubs at the 2017 GSDCA 
AGM and at the 2017 NBC 

Meeting that the new medallion 
would not be introduced until 
the current stocks of GSDCA 

Breeders Achievement Awards 
have been awarded. This would 

take approximately five to 
seven years to exhaust the 

current supply for bronze and 
silver. 

Completed 

12  
16.8 – Update Breed Survey Manual. 
 
That the GSDCA Breed Survey Manual regarding 
Appeals: Section 12.4 Appeals  

 

 
NBC Chair 

 
Working Party formed at 2017 

NBC Meeting to amend the 
Breed Survey Manual 

(including adding Section 12.4 
Appeals). 
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13  

16.9 
Motion 1 - Service Agreement 

Prepare Service Agreements for Breed Surveyors. 

The Executive to look at the definition of “state of domicile” 
and fine tune this sentence. 
Service Agreements to be sent in April. 
 

 
NBC Chair 
Secretary 

 
Definition provided to Executive 

and found to be accurate for 
the service agreements. 

Secretary to prepare documents 
for distribution along with 

guidelines. 
Service Agreements sent 1/4/17 

Along with: 
Breed Surveyors Disciplinary & 

Appeals Procedures; 
Code of Ethics for Member 

Clubs and Officers of Council; 
Guiding Principles Member 
Clubs & Officers of GSDCA; 

GSDCA Social Media Code of 
Conduct; 

GSDCA Regulations (Version 3 
14/2/16).  

Guidelines sent 28/4/17 
 

Completed. 

14 16.9 
Motion 2 – Changes to Regulation 6.3 – Breed Surveyors 

Refer Minutes. 
Executive to look into the investigation protocols for 6.3.1.2 
(a) 

NBC Chair Agreed that we should follow 
the same protocols as the 

Appeals Process. 
 

Breed Surveyors Disciplinary & 
Appeals Procedures sent to 

Breed Surveyors 1/4/17. 
 

Completed. 
 

15 16.9 
Motion 3 – Rescind Regulation 6.3 – Breed Surveyors 
Refer Minutes. 

Secretary Completed 9/5/17 
 

16  
18.1 
Update GSDCA National Show Manual 

Re: amendment to Child Handlers entries. 
Refer Minutes 
 

 
Judges Chair 

 
Updated 29/7/17 

17 18.2 
Change to Regulations Manual 
4 AWARDS and CRITERIA 
4.1.1 - Show Awards and GSDCA Gradings 
 
4.1.2 - Very Good & Good 
May be awarded at the judge's discretion, to animals in the 
Junior, Intermediate, and Open Classes that are over 12 
months of age. 

 

Secretary Completed 9/5/17 

18 18.3 
Change GSDCA National Show Manual - Breeders Group 

 A Breeders Group Team must consist of five (5) animals 
from the one Kennel, and are at least 9 months of age 

 A minimum of two (2) sires and two (2) dams, are required 
to make up the group.  

 A separate entry form indicating entry to the class is 
required by the close of entry. 

 Animals listed for competing in a Breeders Group 
must be entered in the Show. 

 A list naming animals and the exhibit number competing in 
each group must be handed to the Show Secretary by 
completion of Judging on Day One of the show. 

 Breeders Groups must consist of only one coat type, 
(however Breeders may enter more than one group). 

 The Winning Group will be awarded a Plaque and a Tri-
colour Sash. 

Judges Chair Updated 29/7/17 
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19 18.4 
Change requirements for a Breeders Group at a State 
Breed Exhibition (SBE). 
5.2.6 Breeders Group 

a) will be judged by the Open Class Judge; 
b) animals in this group must carry the Breeders 

Prefix; 
c) each Breeders Group must consist of five (5) 

animals from more than one sire or dam and be 9 
months or older. 

d) all animals in the Breeders Group must be 
entered in the SBE. 

 

 
Judges Chair 

 
Change to the National Show 

Manual - Breeders Group 
 

Updated 29/7/17 

20 Add to Judges Extension Course Requirements. 

 
18.5 Acceptance into GSDCA Specialist Judges 
Training program. 
A Specialist German Shepherd Dog conformation judge, who 
is accredited with a WUSV member country and has been 
granted a license to Judge GSDs, may make application to 
the GSDCA Judges Committee Chair for acceptance into the 
GSDCA Judges Extension Course and/or be accepted as a 
GSDCA Judge. 

 The applicant must apply to the Chair of the Judges 
Committee and provide evidence of qualification as a 
judge and a resume outlining their history of involvement 
and judging experience. 

 The NBC Executive shall upon consideration of the 
application deem which rules pertaining to the GSDCA 
Judges Extension Course, if any, shall be completed by 
the applicant. 

 The NBC Executive shall forward its recommendations 
to the GSDCA Executive for consideration and approval. 

 

 
Judges Chair 

 
Updated 29/7/17 

21 18.6 

The Treasurer to inform the Clubs of the costings relating to 
the new medallion design. 
Refer Minutes. 
 

 
Treasurer 

 
Discussed at NBC Meeting. 

Completed 

22 20.3 

Add Mr Barry Cotton to the GSDCA Obedience Judges 
Supplementary List. 
 

 
Obedience Chair 

 
Completed 16/3/17 

23 21.2 

Add to contract terms the below. 

“That all GSDCA National GSD Show & Trial judges contract 
terms of appointment include the following: 

 You will provide a written summation of each class that 
will preface your critiques when published.  This 
summation will be provided within 15 days of the 
conclusion of the event. 

 

 
Judges Chair 

 
Updated in National Show 

Manual 29/7/17 

24 21.5 
Rescind the below Regulation 

“That regulation 2.2.6 be rescinded”. 
2.2.6 That Member Clubs hosting the National receive 

advertising rates in the QNR at a 50% reduction. 

 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 9/5/17 

25 22.1 
DNA Parentage Testing Procedure 

 
NBC Executive will prepare a report covering all aspects with 
regard to the ANKC/SV procedures and costs for the NBC 
meeting in July. 

 

 
NBC Executive 

 
Due to DNA Testing being 
discussed at SGM 28/7/17, 

investigation regarding ANKC & 
WUSV DNA Testing to be done 

and a report provided to the 
2018 AGM. 

26 22.2 
Secretary to forward the final “Word” Version of the CWA 
Manual to the Obedience Chair. 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 16/2/17 
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27 22.3 
Constitution Working Party - Structure 
President to send letter on behalf of the Working Party, for 
Clubs to review the constitution and to inform the Working Party 
of their findings and/or suggested changes. 

 
President 

 
Still Ongoing 

28 22.4 
Nomination of Police Dog “Quinn” for GSDCA Outstanding 
Canine Service Award. 

    Secretary to arrange the award from Terry Jarvis. 

22.5 
Nomination of SES Dog “Cade” for GSDCA Outstanding Canine 
Service Award. 

    Secretary to arrange the award from Terry Jarvis. 

 
Secretary 

 

 
Completed 6/3/17 

29 22.6 
The Secretary to write to the GSDCNT accepting their 
resignation from this organisation and include it thanks to 
current and past members of this Club that were instrumental in 
seeing it survive for so long.  The ACT President and Margaret 
Adams will be consulted.  This letter will then be published in the 
QNR. 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 20/2/17 

Letter sent to Editor 7/5/17 for 
inclusion in QNR. 

Printed in Spring 2017 edition. 
Completed 

30 22.10 
The Secretary will again write and remind those Clubs that have 
not provided copies of their Code of Ethics or their regulatory 
body’s Code of Ethics to forward same within 30 days. 

 
Secretary 

 
Completed 20/2/17 

31 22.11 Voting Strength. 
Refer Minutes 
This item will be forwarded to the Constitution Working Party for 
consideration. 

 
Secretary 

 
To be forwarded to Constitution 

Working Party. 

 
 
 

2.3 Ratification of Matters Arising from the 56
th

 AGM under the “60 day rule”. 
 

Motion 1 “That the GSD League be granted the right to host the 2020 GSDCA GSD National Show 
& Trial providing that the event is held during the period of Mid-April to late May but not 
over the Easter Weekend.”                                                                                 CARRIED 
 

Motion 2 “That as 1
st
 January 2018 the only acceptable identification method for participation in all 

GSDCA Breed Improvement Schemes will be micro chipping and that all GSDCA 
regulations pertaining to the accepted method of identification are amended accordingly.” 
                                                                                                                            LOST 
 

Motion 3 “That all Executive Meetings be minuted and copies of those Minutes be sent to clubs 
within 30 days.”                                                                                                   CARRIED 
 

Motion 4 “The GSDAWA requests that the following Obedience Judges be added to the GSDCA 
Obedience Supplementary List.” - Dr. Dianne Webb PhD Dip Acc, Ms. Debbie Hyde, Mr. 
Paul Skewes.                                                                                                      CARRIED 

 

Motion 5 “The Major Trophy awarded at the GSDCA GSD National Show and Trial to the 5 Gold 
Medal winners, Dual Performance Dog and the Highest Achieving Kennel (7 Trophies), as 
per the National Show Manual) is the “standing, sitting and lying dog” mounted on a 
wooden stand as supplied by Ariel Fine Arts, NSW.”                                         CARRIED 

 

Motion 6 CHANGES TO GSDCA NATIONAL SHOW MANUAL 
“That the following changes to the National Show Manual in Section 13 Trophies, Sashes 
& Mementos be approved.”                                                                                 CARRIED 
 

 
 



German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc Annual General Meeting Agenda – February 2018 Page 6 of 41 

 

 

3 President’s report – Mr. V. Tantaro 

 

4 Treasurer’s report – Ms. J. Pike 

 
4.1 Auditor’s report – Grant Thornton Australia 

 

5 Secretary’s report – Mrs. V. Moody 

 

6 Club Reports and Financial Statements – President’s/Delegates 

6.1 ACT GSDA – Mr. Wolf Meffert 
6.2 GSD League – Mr. Terry Jarvis 
6.3 Newcastle & Hunter Region GSDC – Mr. Sean Lynch 
6.4 GSDC of Queensland – Ms Sharon Ballantyne 
6.5 GSDC of South Australia – Mr. John DeLucia 
6.6 GSDC of Tasmania – Mr. Jurgen Haase 
6.7 GSDC of Victoria – Mr. Vince Ebejer 
6.8 GSDA of Western Australia – Mr. Ian Marr 

 

7 Chairperson National Breed Commission – Ms. M. Groth 

7.1 Breed Health & Welfare Committee Chairperson, Dr. Candy Baker 
7.2 National Haemophilia Scheme Registrar, Dr. Candy Baker 
7.3 National Identification Registrar, Mr. Adam Toretto 
7.4 National Hip & Elbow Dysplasia Control Scheme Registrar, Mr. Doug West 

 

8 Chairperson Judges Committee – Mrs. Robyn Knuckey 

 
 

9 Chairperson Obedience Committee – Mrs. Julie Urie 

 
 

10 Editor Quarterly National Review – Ms. Jacinta Poole 

 
 

11 Sub Committee Reports: 

11.1 National Show Liaison Officer – Mr. Ian Urie – (Report on 2017 National Show & Trial) 
11.2 National Database – Mr. Frank Moody 
11.3 Trophy Officer – Mr. Terry Jarvis 
11.4 Website Officer – Ms. Jacinta Poole 
11.5 Breed Specific Legislation – Mrs. Margaret Adams 
11.6 GSDCA Youth Officer – Mr. Andrew O’Loughlin 
11.6 Public Relations Officer – N/A 
11.7 Historian – N/A 

 
 

12 WUSV Meeting (2017) Report: 

Minutes from the WUSV General Annual Assembly Meeting were distributed to all Member Clubs on 8
th
 

November 2017. 
Vince Tantaro GSDCA President and Robyn Knuckey GSDCA Judges Chair attended the meeting on behalf of 
the GSDCA. 
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13 Determination of scale of fees for financial year 2017 2018 

 

13.1 Motion: 

“That as of the 1
st

 October 2018, the charge to be applied to Member Clubs for each vote shall be $220.00 

(inc GST).” 

 

Rationale: 
GSDCA Affiliation Fee: 
Advice received will see the WUSV intending to increase the member fee from .30 Euros per member 
to .50 Euros per member, which is a 66% mark-up and the base fee from 500 Euro to 750 Euro which is a 50% 
increase. 
This increase will cover additional resources required to service the WUSV Members and the implementation of 
the WUSV Harmonisation Program. 
Therefore, to counteract the increase being passed on to us in affiliation fees by the WUSV, we will need to 
increase our Member Club Affiliation fee.  This motion will come into effect from 1

st
 October 2018 to increase the 

fees from the current fee of $137.50 (inc GST) to $220.00 (inc GST), which is an increase of 60%. 
 

 

13.2 Motion: 
“That as from the 1

st
 July 2018 the cost for GSDCA Hip Dysplasia/Elbow Dysplasia Control Scheme 

Application forms be increased by $2 as follows: 
HD/ED Form – Hips & Elbows from $68 to $70 
HD/ED Form – Hips Only from $50 to $52 
HD/ED Form – Elbows Only from $33 to $35 
 
Rationale: 
The increase is necessary to cover the annual increase of GSDCA readers fees, consumables used to produce 
certificates, postage and database maintenance. It should be noted that the fees for the GSDCA readers are 
indexed by the ABS CPI on the 1

st
 October each year.  

 
 

13.3 Motion: 
“That as of 1 July 2018, the price of standard conformation medals will be $5.50 each (inc. GST).” 

 
Rationale: 

Increased production costs necessitate an increase in cost.  The previous charge to clubs was $4.40. 
 
 
13.4 Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals: 

Motion: 
“That as of 1 March 2018, the price of Gold, Silver and Bronze Medallions, including presentation boxes, 
will be to the Member Clubs $55.00 (inc GST). 

 

Rationale: 

The unit cost will cover the cost of the new medal and presentation case from Lega.  Actual cost will be reported 
at the AGM. 
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14 Election of Office Bearers – (The following nominations have been received by the due date). 

 
14.1 Executive 

 

Position Nominee Nominated by Term 

PRESIDENT 
Mr. Vince Tantaro 
--------------------------------------- 

Mr. Louis Donald 

GSDCSA, N&HR, GSDCV 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

GSDL, GSDCQ, GSDAWA, ACTGSDA 

2  Year 

TREASURER 
Ms Jane Pike 
--------------------------------------- 

Mrs. Janet Haase 

GSDCSA, N&HR, GSDCV, GSDAWA 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

GSDL 

2  Year 

JUDGES COMMITTEE 
CHAIR 

Mrs. Robyn Knuckey 
--------------------------------------- 

Stephen Collins 

GSDL, GSDCV, GSDAWA 
-------------------------------------------------------- 

GSDCSA 

2  Year 

EDITOR – QUARTERLY 
NATIONAL REVIEW 

Ms Jacinta Poole GSDL, GSDCV, GSDCQ, GSDAWA 2  Year 

 

NOTE:   Resumes for candidates for the positions of President, Treasurer and Judges Chair are placed 

at the end of the agenda starting at page 36, for your information. 

 
 

14.2 Expression of Interest for Other Positions 

 

Position Nominee Nominated by Term 

Public Officer Lenore Harris ACT GSDA 1 Year 

HD/ED Registrar Mr. Doug West GSDL, GSDCV 1 Year 

NBC Registrar - (To be selected by the NBC Chair and agreed by the NBC Executive). 1 Year 

Breed Health & Welfare Committee Chair Dr. Candy Baker GSDCV, GSDAWA 1 Year 

Haemophilia Registrar Dr. Candy Baker GSDCV, GSDAWA 1 Year 

National Show Liaison Officer Mr. Ian Urie GSDCQ, GSDCV 1 Year 

Website Officer Ms. Jacinta Poole GSDL, GSDCV, GSDAWA 1 Year 

Trophy Officer Mr. Terry Jarvis GSDL, GSDCQ, GSDCV 1 Year 

Breed Specific Legislation Officer Mr. Sam McGregor ACT GSDA 1 Year 

Public Relations Officer No nominations  1 Year 

Historian No nominations  1 Year 

National Identification Registrar This position is in abeyance until discussions at the 2018 AGM. 

Regulations Officer This position has been removed as agreed to at the 2017 GSDCA AGM. 

 



German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc Annual General Meeting Agenda – February 2018 Page 9 of 41 

 

 

15 GSDCA National GSD Show & Trial Reports 

15.1 45th National – 2017 - GSDCQ 
Host –German Shepherd Dog Club of Queensland – Final Report (Refer Annual Report) 
Dates – 19th, 20th, & 21st May 2017 
Major Sponsor was “Advance” 

Conformation Judges: 
All Long Stock Coat (Dog & Bitch) classes – Herr Frank Goldlust (SV) 
All Stock Coat Dog classes – Herr Frank Goldlust (SV) 
All Stock Coat Bitch classes – Herr Joachim Stiegler (SV) 

Obedience Judges:  
Mr. B. Patterson (QLD) – UD, UDX 
Ms. C. Pethers (QLD) CCD, CD 
Ms. B. Murfett (QLD) CDX 

Junior Showmanship Judge:   Ms. Jess Kada 

Entry Fees Initial entry = $46.00, subsequent - $36.00 per class. 
Baby Puppies Initial entry = $39.00, subsequent - $29.00 per class. 
Obedience Initial entry = $39.00, subsequent - $29.00 per class. 

15.2 46th National – 2018 – GSDC SA 
Host –German Shepherd Dog Club of South Australia – Progress Report 
Dates – 27th, 28th, & 29th April 2018 
Major Sponsor is “Advance” 
Conformation Judges: 
All Long Stock Coat (Dog & Bitch) classes – Herr Christoph Ludwig 

All Stock Coat Dog classes – Herr Christoph Ludwig 
All Stock Coat Bitch classes – Herr Rainer Mast 
Obedience Judges: 
Mr. Peter Dynan (SA) – CCD - Community Companion Dog, and UD - Utility Dog 
Mrs. Dawn Howard (VIC) – CD - Companion Dog and UDX – Utility Dog Excellent 
Mrs. Jan Brabham (SA) – CDX – Companion Dog Excellent 
Reserve Judge – Mr. Michael Vigor 
Junior Showmanship Judge: Mr. Kurt Morton 
Entry Fees: 
Minor to Open  Initial entry = $50.00 subsequent = $40.00 per class. 
Baby Puppies only  Initial entry = $40.00, subsequent - $30.00 per class. 
Obedience   Initial entry = $40.00, subsequent - $30.00 per class. 

15.3 47th National – 2019 - GSDCV 
Host – German Shepherd Dog Club of Victoria – Progress Report 
Dates – Friday 5th, Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th April 2019 
Major Sponsor – “Royal Canin” has agreed in principle to sponsor the National. 
Conformation Judges: 
All Long Stock Coat (Dog & Bitch) classes – Herr Harald Hohmann 
All Stock Coat Dog classes – Herr Harald Hohmann 
All Stock Coat Bitch classes – Herr Lothar Quoll 
Obedience Judges:    Refer motion below. 
Junior Showmanship Judge: To be advised. 
Entry Fees  Initial entry = $................., subsequent $................... per class. 
Baby Puppies Initial entry = $................., subsequent $................... per class. 
Obedience  Initial entry = $................., subsequent $................... per class. 
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15.3.1 

Motion: 
“That the below named Obedience Judges be accepted to Judge the Melbourne GSDCA 
National Obedience Trial in 2019”. 

 Barry Cotton (Vic) CCD and UDX 

 Warren Doyle (QLD) UD and a balance class (whichever is needed) 

 Cheryl Bedgood (WA) Open and Rally Master 

 Tania Schumann (Vic) Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent 

 Roddy Macdonald (Tas) Novice and Rally Novice 

 Emergency Judges: Dawn Ayton (Vic) and Clive Makepeace (Vic)  

Moved: VICTORIA 

15.4 48th National – 2020 – GSD League 
Host – German Shepherd Dog League of New South Wales 
Dates – To be advised 
Conformation Judges: 
All Long Stock Coat (Dog & Bitch) classes – To be advised. 
All Stock Coat Dog classes – To be advised. 
All Stock Coat Bitch classes – To be advised. 
Obedience Judges: To be advised 
Junior Showmanship Judge: To be advised. 
Entry Fees  Initial entry = $............, subsequent $............... per class. 
Baby Puppies  Initial entry = $............, subsequent $............... per class. 
Obedience  Initial entry = $............, subsequent $................per class. 
 
 

Confirmed and proposed list of judges for: 

2014 Canberra Herr Joachim Stiegler  (D) and Herr Frank Goldlust (B) 

2015 Melbourne 
Herr Lothar  Quoll (LSC Dogs & Bitches and Stock Coat Dogs) 

Herr Heinz Scheerer (Stock Coat Bitches) 

2016 Sydney 
Herr H. Buss (LSC & SC Dogs) & Frau Margit Van Dorssen, (SC Bitches) 

Reserve - Herr Christoph Ludwig (D) & Herr J. Mayer (B) 

2017 Queensland 
Herr Frank Goldlust (LSC & SC Dogs), Herr Joachim Stiegler (SC Bitches) 

Reserve - Herr E Bosl 

2018 South Australia 
Herr Hans-Peter Schweimer  (LSC &SC Dogs)      Herr Christoph Ludwig (unavailable) 

Herr Rainer Mast (SC Bitches)             Reserve – Herr Lothar Quoll 

2019 Melbourne 
Lothar Quoll (SC Bitches), Harald Hohmann (SC Males & LSC’s), 

Eric Bosl (Reserve),  Helmut Buss.     (Judges to be confirmed). 

2020 Sydney To be discussed. 
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16 Matters referred to AGM from National Breed Commission 

16.1 Awards 

16.1 (a) Motion: 
“That as of the 2018 GSDCA National GSD Show & Trial, the Sam Bonifacio Breeders Trophy 
is awarded only to Stock Coat variety”. 

 
16.1 (b) Motion: 

“That as of the 2018 GSDCA National GSD Show & Trial, a new award called the Juergen 
Neddermeyer Breeders Trophy be awarded only to Long Stock Coat variety”. 

 
16.1 (c) Motion: 

“That as of the 2018 GSDCA National GSD Show and Trial the Tom Luxton Memorial Plaque is 
introduced and awarded to the first placed Long Stock Coat Open Dog winner.” 

 

Rationale: 
After lengthy discussion at Judges Committee meeting and again at the NBC Meeting, regarding the recent 
passing of Juergen Neddermeyer and Tom Luxton, several suggestions regarding awards were proposed. 
It was put forward that we award the Sam Bonifacio Breeders Trophy for stock coats, establish a new trophy 
called the “Jurgen Neddermeyer Breeders Trophy” for the long stock coats and the “Tom Luxton Memorial 
Plaque” for first placed Long Stock Coat Open Dog winner. 
 
If approved, the National Manual would need to be amended to reflect these awards. 
 
 

16.2 Linebreeding 
 

Current Regulation: 
“Animals born after 1 July 2011 to be classified at breed survey must not have any line-breeding closer than 

(3-2) or (2-3)”. 

Animals born prior to 1 July 2011 exempt. 
 

Proposed Regulation: 
“That the current regulation regarding inbreeding is amended to read: 
“Animals born after 1 July 2018 to be classified at breed survey must not have any line-breeding closer 
than (3-3)”. 
Animals born prior to 1 July 2018 must not have any linebreeding closer than (3-2) or (2-3). 

 

Rationale: 

Linebreeding less than (3-3) is considered too close.  Linebreeding too closely has proven that inherent faults 
can be further consolidated.  Therefore, it is recommended that the GSDCA adopt what has been recommended 
by WUSV Harmonisation.   Linebreeding 3-3 will limit the consolidation of faults such as ears, over angulation in 
hindquarter, the depth, length of the underchest and widen the bloodline base. 
 
Please note this item was voted on at the Special General Meeting held Friday 28

th
 July 2017 and is now 

presented to the AGM, therefore, effective from 1 July 2018. 
It is suggested that members are advised that at Breed Survey they cannot breed survey animals that are less 
than 3/3 linebreeding. 
 
 
 

17 Matters referred to the AGM from the GSDCA Breed Surveyors and GSDCA Specialist Judges 
Meeting – Nil. 
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18 Matters referred to the AGM from the Judges Committee 
 

18.1 Motion: 

“That as of the 1
st

 July 2018, all GSDCA Specialist Judges and Aspiring Specialist Judges must sign the 
following GSDCA Service Agreement (Ver 07/2018) to maintain their GSDCA Specialist Judge status”. 

 

Rationale: 

This proposal is to bring GSDCA Specialist Judges in line with GSDCA Breed Surveyors, as a leader in the 

GSDCA and to abide by the ideals of this Council 
 

GSDCA Specialist Judges Service Agreement 
 

 

GSDCA SPECIALIST JUDGE 

SERVICE AGREEMENT 
 

DATED: 1 July 2018 
 

BETWEEN: THE GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA Inc. (“GSDCA”) 
 

AND:  Mrs. Robyn Knuckey, 55 Mary Street, Como, Western Australia, 6152. 
 

Position:  GSDCA Specialist Judge 
 

I, Robyn Knuckey of the above address do hereby agree to abide by and acknowledge the list of obligations and requirements to 
retain my GSDCA Specialist Judge status. 
 

1. L ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ D{5/! .ǊŜŜŘ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D{5/! ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōƛŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άD{5/! wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέΣ άD{5/! Codes of 9ǘƘƛŎǎέ ŀƴŘ 
άD{5/! DǳƛŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎέΣ άD{5/! {ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ŀƴŘκƻǊ /ƻŘŜǎ ƻŦ 9ǘƘƛŎǎκ/ƻƴŘǳŎǘκ.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ {ǘate Canine Control 
and/or my Member Club. 

2. I will apply the German Shepherd Dog Standard as written. 
3. I agree solely, or ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƪŜƴƴŜƭ ǇǊŜŦƛȄΣ ǘƻ ƻƴƭȅ ōǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜen 

successfully classified in the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme, or a GSDCA recognised breed survey scheme. 
4. I will only allow stud dogs owned by myself or held in partnership to be bred with bitches that have successfully been classified in the GSDCA Breed Survey 

Scheme or a GSDCA recognised Breed Survey Scheme. 
5. I am a financial member of the Canine Control and the Member Club of the GSDCA in my State or Territory of domicile. 

a. I understand that as a GSDCA Specialist Judge, I will automatically cease to hold that position if I no longer hold an ANKC GSD Championship 
Judges license. 

6. I understand that as a GSDCA Specialist Judge I will upon suspension and/or banning by the Canine Control and/or Member Club of the GSDCA in my State 
or Territory of domicile immediately advise the NBC Executive. 

a. I understand that as of the date of suspension and/or banning cease to hold the position of GSDCA Specialist Judge for the period of time as 
applied with no right of review under the Specialist appeal process. 

b. I understand I must reapply through my Member Club of the GSDCA in my State or Territory of domicile to be reinstated to the position of GSDCA 
Specialist Judge. 

7. I will: 

 Attend the GSDCA National Breed Commission and Judges Meeting at least once in every three years.  

 Attend the GSDCA National GSD Show & Trial once in every two years. 

 Be active at my Member Club of the GSDCA in my State or Territory of domicile as demonstrated by my attending Breed Surveys, Club Shows, and 
Club meetings. 

8. I understand that failure to comply with any of the above obligations and/or requirements will result in an investigation which may result in penalties or 
the withdrawal of my GSDCA Specialist Judge status.  Any decision regarding penalties or withdrawal of my status as a GSDCA Specialist Judge will be made 
by a Special General Meeting of the GSDCA. 
 

I further acknowledge and understand that: 
 At the time of signing this ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ άD{5/! /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ 9ǘƘƛŎǎέΣ άD{5/! DǳƛŘƛƴƎ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎέΣ άD{5/! {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
aŜŘƛŀ /ƻŘŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘέ ŀƴŘ άD{5/! {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ WǳŘƎŜ wŜǾƛŜǿΣ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ϧ !ǇǇŜŀƭ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎέΦ 

 I am responsible for my self-education and will participate in GSDCA education programs.  

 My position as a GSDCA Specialist Judge will be reviewed every 3 years from the signing of this agreement. 

 I must as part of the Review Process provide the NBC Executive and my Member Club of the GSDCA in my State or Territory of domicile a 
summary of my activity over the last 3 years, 90 days prior to the expiry of this agreement. 

 This service agreement once signed is valid up until 30
th

 June 2021. 

 The terms of this agreement may be reviewed from time to time at the discretion of the GSDCA and the most recent version of this agreement 
will be binding for the period of my instatement. 

 

SIGNED by _________________________________    Signature:_______________________________________ 
(Print Name) 
 

in the presence of : ____________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________ 
(Print Name) 
 

THE COMMON SEAL of THE GERMAN SHEPHERD DOG COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA (Inc) was hereto affixed by  ) 

Authority of the Executive in the presence of:  )      ________________________________(Ver: 07/2018) 



German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc Annual General Meeting Agenda – February 2018 Page 13 of 41 

 

 

18.2 Motion: 
“That as of 1

st
 July 2018 the GSDCA Specialist Judges “Review, Disciplinary & Appeal Procedures” as 

proposed be adopted”. 

 
Rationale: 

This proposal is to bring GSDCA Specialist Judges in line with GSDCA Breed Surveyors, as a leader in the 

GSDCA and to abide by the ideals of this Council 
 

GSDCA Specialist Judges Review, Disciplinary & Appeal Procedures 
 

 

 

GSDCA Regulation: 

GSDCA SPECIALIST JUDGES 
Disciplinary & Appeals Procedures 

 

6.1 GSDCA Specialist Judges 
6.1.3 GSDCA Specialist Judges Review, Disciplinary & Appeal Procedures 

6.1.3.1 Review Procedure 

a) The Specialist Judge shall 90 days before the expiry of the agreement, forward to the NBC 
Executive and their Member Club of the GSDCA in their State or Territory of domicile a 
summary of their involvement over the past three years. 

b) The summary should include a history of: 

i. Breed surveys attended; 
ii. Shows attended; 
iii. Shows judged; 
iv. Club meetings and or involvement; 
v. Positions held at GSDCA and/or Club level; 
vi. Participation held in other canine clubs and/or at canine control level; 
vii. Any other evidence of demonstrated participation and/or work for the breed. 

c) The NBC Executive and the Member Club of domicile shall advise the GSDCA Secretary within 
30 days, of their decision to endorse or not, the renewal of the service agreement. 

d) The NBC Executive and/or the Specialist Judge’s Member Club of domicile may rule that the 
Specialist Judge has not shown the required level of commitment and ask the applicant to 
provide further evidence of demonstrated participation. 

e) If the NBC Executive and the Specialist Judge’s Member Club of domicile both endorse the 
renewal the Specialist Judge shall be asked to sign a new Service Agreement that may be 
reviewed from time to time and will apply for the next 3 years. 

f) Where a Member Club and/or the NBC Executive do not endorse the renewal of the service 
agreement, an investigation will be undertaken as per Regulations 6.3.1.2 and 6.3.1.3 below. 

6.1.3.2 Investigation, and Disciplinary Procedures 

In cases where the renewal of the Specialist Judge’s status has not been endorsed, or the GSDCA 
Secretary is made aware in writing by a member, Member Club and/or officer of the GSDCA that a 
Specialist Judge does not comply with or meet the requirements as stipulated in the GSDCA Specialist 
Judge Service Agreement, the Specialist Judge will be notified by the NBC Executive in writing and 
advised that an investigation will be undertaken as per Regulations 6.3.1.2 and 6.3.1.3. 
A copy of the complaint will be attached to this communication. 

a) The GSDCA Executive will form an Investigation Committee comprising of three (3) Member 
Club Presidents one of which will be the President of the Specialist Judge’s State/Territory of 
domicile. 

i. The committee will after 30 days of being formed present their findings and 
recommendation to the GSDCA Executive. 

ii. Based on the findings, the matters raised may be listed as agenda items for a GSDCA 
SGM. 

b) The Specialist Judge may defend his/her case in person or by written submission at the SGM. 
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c) Member Clubs will receive a copy of all documents regarding the “complaint”. These will include 
recommendations of the Investigation committee, documents as presented by the accused 
Specialist Judge in defense of his/her case and any other documents as identified relevant to 
the case. 

d) The case as considered by the SGM will be decided by a majority decision where each Member 
Club will have the same voting strength as declared at the previous AGM. 

e) The findings of the GSDCA SGM will stand. 

6.1.3.3 Appeal Procedure 

a) Any appeal against the decision of the GSDCA SGM must be lodged with the GSDCA Secretary 
within 7 days of the decision being handed down. 

b) An appeal may only be made citing: 
i. incorrect procedure during the Investigation/Disciplinary process, and/or 
ii. new evidence, and/or 
iii. an excessively harsh or unfair penalty has been imposed. 

c) The appeal will be considered by an Appeals Committee as appointed by the GSDCA Executive 
comprising of two (2) Member Club Presidents (not the Specialist Judge’s State/Territory of 
domicile and/or those that conducted the original investigation) and three(3) ordinary members 
(not peer group) of the Specialist Judge’s State/Territory of domicile. 

6.1.3.4 Re-instatement Application 

That a Specialist Judge who surrenders his/her Specialist Judge status and wishes to be re-instated as a 
Specialist Judge must produce evidence of renewed activity. 
This will be evidenced by attendance at specialty shows including the GSDCA National show, specialist 
shows and breed surveys 12 months prior to application for reinstatement. The applicant must have their 
application endorsed by a Member Club of the GSDCA in their State or Territory of domicile. This 
documentation is to be forwarded to the Judges Committee Chairperson and to be placed on the Agenda 
for approval at the Judges’ Committee Meeting. 

 
18.3 Motion: 

“That the GSDCA State Breed Exhibitions (SBE) be terminated from the 1
st

 January 2019”. 

Rationale: 
It was felt the State Breed Exhibitions (SBE) is no longer relevant with the cessation of the Main Breed 
Exhibition (MBE) some time ago, as they were established as a satellite of the MBE noting that the SBE’s sole 
purpose is to provide “breed direction”, the small entry in fact makes it impossible to give credible and or 
reinforce breed direction.  It must be noted that despite the SBE being shelved Member Clubs may be able to 
conduct, with the Canine Controls allowing GSD Exhibitions that will be conducted as other GSD specialist 
shows. 
 

18.4 Motion:   Regulation for Excellent Merit grading at State Breed Exhibitions 
Current Regulation: 
5.2.10.2 Gradings 

a) GSDCA Excellent Merit: May only be awarded to animals exhibited in the Open Class and: 
• classified: GSDCA Breed Survey or equivalent as recognised by the GSDCA, 
• animals that the judge considers to be of high anatomical worth, with regard to type/ quality/ balance 

and have a potential for or have demonstrated attributes that will produce animals that are of above, 
or far above average, in terms of type, quality and balance. 

Proposed Amendment: 
5.2.10.2 Gradings 

a) GSDCA Excellent Merit: May only be awarded to animals exhibited in the Open Class and: 
• classified: GSDCA Breed Survey Classified or equivalent as recognised by the GSDCA, and 

maximum height measurements for males is 66cms and females 61cms. 
• animals that the judge considers to be of high anatomical worth with regard to type, quality, 

balance and have a potential for or have demonstrated attributes that will produce. 
 

b) GSDCA Excellent may only be awarded to animals exhibited in the Open Class and: 
• classified: GSDCA Breed Survey Classified or equivalent as recognised by the GSDCA, and 

maximum height measurements for males is 66cms and females 61cms 
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Rationale: 
The Judges Committee meeting agreed that in relation to item 5.2.10.2(a) the maximum size is included in the 
Regulation.  We can include that an Excellent Merit can only be awarded to those animals whose size is up to a 
maximum of 61cm and 66cm. This was covered originally with the requirement for a breed survey class one. 
With the change to breed survey classified, the addition of the actual measurements was required to maintain 
the original intent 
 

18.5 Motion: 
“That those animals more than 1 cm above the standard i.e. 61cm for females and 66cms for males are 
not awarded the highest grading in their class”. 

Rationale: 
There was considerable discussion regarding this at the 2017 Judges Meeting. The decision was to put this as a 
motion to the 2018 GSDCA AGM. The concern surrounded the continuation of oversize animals being 
presented in the show ring, and the expectation of owners that these animals should be awarded the highest 
grading in their class. The standard specifies that GSDs should be up to 65/60 cms, with a tolerance of 1 cm. 
 

18.6 Addition to National Show Manual 
 

Motion: 
“That the following be included in the GSDCA National Show Manual. 
Aggressive Dog reporting at Nationals. 

a) That the host club forwards to the GSDCA National Show Liaison Officer (NSLO) a copy of the 
current Canine Control procedures with respect to investigating aggressive dog incidents at 
GSDCA GSD National Show & Trial as hosted by Member Clubs. 

 

b) That the GSDCA National Show Liaison Officer (NSLO) as appointed is informed of any aggressive 
dog incident and where allowed is invited to be a member of the investigating panel. 

Rationale: 
There have been incidents of dog aggression at Nationals that have been dealt with as per host Clubs Canine 
Control regulations. It must be noted that the regulations are not universal in the correct conduct of 
investigations and reporting.  The proposed motion will ensure relevant regulations are on hand in order to 
inform and have the NSLO as a member of the investigating panel representing the GSDCA. 

 
18.7 Motion:  Measuring at GSDCA Shows 

 

Current Regulation: 
5.1.1.5 All dogs and bitches must be measured in the Junior, Intermediate and Open Classes and the height 

measurement be recorded in their critiques and the critiques forwarded to the NBC Executive after 
every show. 

 
Proposed Amendment: 
5.1.1.5 All dogs and bitches must be measured in the Junior, Intermediate and Open Classes and the height 

and chest depth measurements be recorded in their critiques and the critiques forwarded to the 

NBC Executive after every show. 

Rationale: 
The recording of height and chest depth is now practiced worldwide at GSD specialist shows. The reason for now 
including chest measurements is that an increasing number of animals are at the maximum depth or outside the 
standard (45-48% depth to height) and as such the measurement allows for this problem to be monitored and 
highlighted by judges. 
 

18.8 Motion:   GSDCA Specialist Judges Extension Course 
 

Current Regulation 
6.2.1.4 Applicants are unable to handle at Shows where they are officiating as an aspirant. 
 
Proposed Amendment 
6.2.1.4 Applicants are unable to exhibit and/or handle at Shows where they are officiating as an aspirant. 

Rationale: 
This is a statement of the expected practice of aspirants in the GSDCA Specialist Judges Extension Scheme, so 
is updated to include unable to exhibit as well as handle 
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18.9 Motion:   GSDCA Specialist Judges Extension Course 
Current Regulation 

6.2.3.2.3 The applicant shall complete three (3) practical examinations, two under different assessor judges or 
any substitute judge appointed by GSDCA Judges Committee. The third examination will be where 
the aspirant is judging and the assessment is completed by the GSDCA assessor judge. The written 
critiques, together with all class call out orders, are to be sent to the Chair of the GSDCA Judges 
Committee and the assessor judge, plus a short written report on the virtues and faults of animals 
and the overall show within three (3) weeks of the show. 
 

One examination is to be under the GSDCA President, NBC Chair or Judges Committee Chair, if 
these position-holders are qualified examiner judges. [2015] 

 

Proposed Amendment 

6.2.3.2.3 The applicant shall complete three (3) practical examinations, two under different assessor judges or 
any substitute judge appointed by GSDCA Judges Committee. The third examination will be where 
the aspirant is judging and the assessment is completed by the GSDCA assessor judge. The written 
critiques, together with all class call out orders, are to be sent to the Chair of the GSDCA Judges 
Committee and the assessor judge, plus a short written report on the virtues and faults of animals 
and the overall show within three (3) weeks of the show. 
 

One examination is to be under the GSDCA President, NBC Chair or Judges Committee Chair, 
or previous NBC Executive members, if these position-holders are qualified examiner judges. 

[2015] 

Rationale: 
The motion allows for more members of the peer group to provide support to participants in the GSDCA Specialist 
Judges Extension Scheme.  At present, with one member of the NBC Executive living in WA, this makes it very 
difficult for participants to fulfil this criteria. 

 
 
 
 
 

19 Matters referred to the AGM from the GSDCA Obedience Committee – Nil. 

 



German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc Annual General Meeting Agenda – February 2018 Page 17 of 41 

 

 

20 Matters referred by Member Clubs to the AGM 

20.1 Motion: 
"That an Aspiring Breed Surveyor may be deemed the 2nd Surveyor at Breed Surveys". 
 

Rationale: 
It should be noted that our current system allows for Trainee Specialists Judges to award GSDCA gradings prior 
to them being a Specialist Judge, the same principle can be applied here. The change to the Breed Survey 
system now requires a minimum of two (2) surveyors be in attendance. This change could also assist the Clubs 
when they choose their Judges, as a majority will also conduct a Survey on the same weekend. This will also 
lessen the cost burden currently imposed on Council (Members Clubs) having to fly in another surveyor. 

Moved: Queensland 
 

20.2 Motion: 
“That the following GSDCA Regulations 2.13.2.1 and 2.13.2.2 be rescinded: 

2.13.2 Schutzhund  

2.13.2.1:  That the GSDCA allow suitable teams to represent Australia at the WUSV Championships 
with the following provisos: 
a) That any participant shall be a member of a Member Club of the GSDCA in their State of 

domicile. 
b) Any GSD representing Australia participating at WUSV World Championship shall have 

been successfully Breed Surveyed through the GSDCA or a GSDCA recognised Breed 
Survey Scheme. 

c) Any application can only be submitted through the Member Club of the GSDCA in the 
State or Territory in which the applicant is domiciled. Upon endorsement by the Member 
Club the application to be sent in writing to the GSDCA Secretary. On receipt of such 
application, the GSDCA Secretary shall forward to all GSDCA Executive for their 
evaluation. 

d) If the Member Club of the GSDCA in the State or Territory where the applicant is domicile 
does not support the application to compete at the WUSV Championships then the 
application shall be denied. 

e) That the GSDCA shall reserve the right to deny any application, if in their opinion it should 
become detrimental for the German Shepherd Dog in Australia. 

f) The GSDCA or its Member Clubs shall in no way contribute or underwrite any expenses 
incurred.  

 

2.13.2.2:  That the GSDCA change its current policy to allow SV Judges to adjudicate at Working Dog 
Trials in Australia effective 1 July 2007 with the following provisos:  
a) No clearance shall be given to an SV Judge to adjudicate at a trial held by a club whose 

name includes the words German Shepherd or who has connections to/with any 
organisation using the words German Shepherd in their name other than the GSDCA.  

b) No clearance shall be given for an SV Judge to adjudicate at a trial in a state where it is 
against the law of that state or territory to participate in Dogsport.  

c) Applications for officiating Trial Judges to be made through a Member Club of the GSDCA 
in the State or Territory where the Trial is to be conducted. Upon endorsement by the 
Member Club the application to be sent in writing to the GSDCA Secretary. On receipt of 
such application, the GSDCA Secretary shall forward to the GSDCA Executive for their 
evaluation.  

d) If permission is sought for the Judge to adjudicate at more than one event in different 
States, then separate applications must be made to the appropriate GSDCA Member 
Clubs for their endorsement which will then be sent to the GSDCA Secretary, who will 
forward to the GSDCA Executive for evaluation. The Judges shall be selected by the 
President of the SV.  

e) Permission will only be granted for four (4) Trial Judges in any one calendar year 
f) If the Member Club of the GSDCA in the State or Territory where the Trial is being 

conducted does not support the application for the appointment of a SV Judge, the 
application will be denied and no further discussion will be entered. g) That the GSDCA 
shall reserve the right to deny any application if in their opinion it should become 
detrimental for the German Shepherd Dog in Australia. 

Moved: South Australia 
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20.3 Motion: 
“That DogSport, Schutzhund and/or Protection work not be approved/supported by the GSDCA”. 
 

Rationale 
The ANKC Ltd unanimously rejected the proposal as submitted by the GSDCA on Schutzhund/IPO/Dogsport. 
In its deliberations the Board considered all aspects of the submission and found there was insufficient evidence 
that public observation of IPO activities would not damage the reputation of ANKC Ltd who promote the German 
Shepherd as a dog who displays friendly and family orientated characteristics, the sight of dog attacking a 
sleeve in what is described as “defense work” is not considered to be displaying the characteristics of being 
friendly or a good family pet. 
 
The Board noted the proposition that the recognition of IPO activities in Australia would enable the GSDCA to 
assess the GSD for the desired working attributes as specified in the Breed Standard, in response the Directors 
expressed the opinion that for many years the desired recognition of working attributes in the GSD in Australia 
has been sufficiently demonstrated by the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme where dogs are assessed on 
temperament, character, gun sureness, anatomical attributes, movement and general soundness and where 
dogs who do not meet the criteria are not passed. 
Moved: South Australia 

 

20.4 Motion: 
“That the motion passed at the SGM in July 2017 as follows be rescinded and replaced as follows: 

 

Current Motion: 

Schedule 1 – WUSV – WORKING TEST “ZAP” (Part 1 Puppy Test) 

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will introduce the Working Test ZAP (Part I 
Puppy Test), effective 30 December 2019. 

 All dogs born after 30 December 2019 may participate in the ZAP (Part 1 Puppy Test). 

 The minimum age to participate in ZAP shall be 9 months and the maximum is 13 months. 

 The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall develop a WUSV compliant procedure 
manual, certificate, judges training and licensing program for ZAP that shall be effective 30 December 
2019. 

 Dogs that pass the ZAP Part 1 test will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia 
(GSDCA) certificate and a pass shall be recorded on the Breed Survey certificate. 

 If a dog fails, providing it is under 13 months of age it can re-present one more time. 

 If a dog fails again it can still proceed to undertake the BH. 
 

Proposed Amendment: 
Schedule 1 – WUSV – WORKING TEST “ZAP” (Part 1 Puppy Test) 

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will introduce the Working Test ZAP (Part I 
Puppy Test), effective 30 December 2019. 

 All dogs born after 30 December 2019 may participate in the ZAP (Part 1 Puppy Test). 

 The minimum age to participate in ZAP shall be 9 months and the maximum is 13 months. 

 The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall develop a WUSV compliant procedure 
manual, certificate, judges training and licensing program for ZAP that shall be effective 30 December 
2019. 

 Dogs that pass the ZAP Part 1 test will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia 
(GSDCA) certificate and a pass shall be recorded on the Breed Survey certificate. 

 If a dog fails, providing it is under 13 months of age it can re-present one more time. 

 If a dog fails again it can still proceed to undertake the BH. 
 

Rationale 
As this test is a non-sanctioned/approved event, members affiliated with State/Territory bodies are not permitted 
to participate in these events.  ANKC Constitution Section 57.1 & 57.2. 
Moved: South Australia 
 

ANKC Constitution 
PART IX MISCELLANEOUS 

57 Unrecognised Activity 
57.1 The Board may by resolution declare that an activity is an Unrecognised Activity. 
57.2  If an activity is an Unrecognised Activity (whether because it is prescribed in the Regulations or 

declared as an Unrecognised Activity in accordance with Rule 57.1), no Member Body may engage 
or participate in, or sanction or approve, the Unrecognised Activity. 
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20.5 Motion: 
“That the current motion passed at the SGM in July 2017 as follows be rescinded”. 

 

Current Motion: 
Schedule 2 – WUSV Working Test “ZAP” plus BH 

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will introduce the BH Test as a prerequisite for 
Breed Survey, effective 30 December 2020. 

 All dogs born after 30 December 2019 shall be required to pass BH Test in order to be eligible to 
participate in Breed Survey. 

 The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall develop a WUSV compliant procedure 
manual, certificate, judges training and licensing program for BH that shall be in place by 30 December 
2020. 

 The minimum age to participate shall be 15 months. 

 Dogs that pass will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) certificate. This 
will constitute part of the mandatory paperwork in the Breed Survey application procedure and recorded 
on the Breed Survey certificate. 

Rationale: 
That for many years the desired recognition of working attributes in the GSD in Australia has been sufficiently 
demonstrated by the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme where dogs are assessed on temperament, character, gun 
sureness, anatomical attributes, movement and general soundness and where dogs who do not meet the 
criteria are not passed. 
 

As this test is a non-sanctioned/approved event, members affiliated with State/Territory bodies are not permitted 
to participate in these events.  ANKC Constitution Section 57.1 & 57.2. 
Moved: South Australia 

 

20.6 Motion: 
“That the current motion passed at the SGM in July 2017 as follows be rescinded”. 

 

Current Motion: 
Schedule 3 – WUSV Working Test “ZAP” plus BH plus AD 

“That the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) will introduce the BH test and AD, as 
prerequisites for Breed Survey effective 30 December 2021. 

• All dogs born after 30 July 2020 shall be required to pass BH and AD tests in order to be eligible to 
participate in Breed Survey. 

• The German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) shall develop a WUSV compliant procedure 
manual, certificate, judges training and licensing program for AD that shall be in place by 30 December 
2021. 

• Dogs that pass will be issued with a German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) certificate. 
This will constitute part of the mandatory paperwork in the Breed Survey application procedure and 
recorded on the Breed Survey certificate and dog’s pedigree. 

 

Rationale: 
That for many years the desired recognition of working attributes in the GSD in Australia has been sufficiently 
demonstrated by the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme where dogs are assessed on temperament, character, gun 
sureness, anatomical attributes, movement and general soundness and where dogs who do not meet the 
criteria are not passed. 
 

As this test is a non-sanctioned/approved event, members affiliated with State/Territory bodies are not permitted 
to participate in these events.  ANKC Constitution Section 57.1 & 57.2. 
Moved: South Australia 
 

20.7 Motion: 
“That the current motion passed at the SGM in July 2017 as follows be rescinded”. 

“That effective 1
st
 July 2018, as a pre-requisite for Breed Survey, a dog must have gained a minimum of 

a “Good” grading at a specialist show prior to application for Breed Survey. 

The grading certificate must be provided with other documentation at Breed Survey. 
 

Rationale: 
This motion was tabled and approved as part of the Harmonisation Plan and to induce working line GSDs to 
participate in the Show scene and, as a minimum standard for dogs to participate in Breed Survey.  Not all 
dogs are show dogs and this precludes these dogs attending Breed Survey.  The grading of “good” does not 
reflect average or above average which is required for an animal to be successfully breed Surveyed. 
Moved: South Australia 
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20.8 GSDCA NATIONAL TRIAL MANUAL 

Motion: “That the following amendments be included in the GSDCA National Trial Manual”. 
 
Current Rule: 
TROPHIES, SASHES, MEMENTOS, GRADING CERTIFICATES, MEDALLIONS 
6.1 CLASS WINNERS 
Each obedience class shall be awarded as follows: 

 1st Place – Tri-sash, Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate, plus a 
GSDCA National format Plaque (refer Appendix “J” in the “National Show Manual”) - to be 
presented at the Official Presentations at the conclusion of the Show. 

 2nd to 5th Places – Sash and Memento, Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate 
(presented at conclusion of trial). 

 Other qualifying exhibits receive Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate. 
 

Proposed Amendment: 
TROPHIES, SASHES, MEMENTOS, GRADING CERTIFICATES, MEDALLIONS 
6.1 CLASS WINNERS 
Each obedience class shall be awarded as follows: 

 1st Place – Qualifying Score Only: 
Tri-sash, Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate, plus a GSDCA National 
format Plaque (refer Appendix “J” in the “National Show Manual”) - to be presented at the Official 
Presentations at the conclusion of the Show. 

 2nd to 5th Places – Qualifying Score Only 

Sash and Memento, Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate (presented at 
conclusion of trial). 

 Other qualifying exhibits receive Qualifying Certificate & Sash/Ribbon, and Grading Certificate. 
 
Current Rule: 

6.4 MEMENTOS 
The Mementos shall be awarded to the 2nd to 5th place, and shall be the GSDCA Octagonal Memento 
(refer Appendix “I” in the “National Show Manual”). 

 
Proposed Amendment: 
6.4 MEMENTOS 

The Mementos shall be awarded to the 2nd to 5th place with a qualifying score only, and shall be the 

GSDCA Octagonal Memento (refer Appendix “I” in the “National Show Manual”). 
 

Current Rule: 
6.5 EXCELLENT MEDALLIONS 

The “triangular” Obedience Excellent medallion is awarded at Nationals only – and shall be awarded to: 

 Obedience exhibits that obtain a score of 190 or more, in any Class, or 

 Agility and Jumping exhibits that have two (2) clear rounds, in Novice, Open or Masters Class. 
 
The medallion shall be attached to a ribbon, which shall be the same as used for the Show Excellent 
medallions, at that National. 

 
Proposed Amendment: 
6.5 EXCELLENT MEDALLIONS 

The “triangular” Obedience Excellent medallion is awarded at Nationals only – and shall be awarded to: 

 Obedience exhibits that obtain a score of 190 or more, in any Class (95 – 100 points in CCD), or 

 Agility and Jumping exhibits that have two (2) clear rounds, in Novice, Open or Masters Class. 
 
The medallion shall be attached to a ribbon, which shall be the same as used for the Show Excellent 
medallions, at that National. 

Moved: South Australia   (Also refer to Item 20.9 from the GSDCV) 
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20.9 Motion: 
Current Rule: 
6.5 EXCELLENT MEDALLIONS 

The “triangular” Obedience Excellent medallion is awarded at Nationals only – and shall be awarded to: 

 Obedience exhibits that obtain a score of 190 or more, in any Class, or 

 Agility and Jumping exhibits that have two (2) clear rounds, in Novice, Open or Masters Class. 
 

The medallion shall be attached to a ribbon, which shall be the same as used for the Show Excellent 
medallions, at that National. 

 

Proposed Amendment: 
6.5 EXCELLENT MEDALLIONS 

The “triangular” Obedience Excellent medallion is awarded at Nationals only – and shall be awarded to: 

 Obedience exhibits that obtain a qualifying score of 190 or more, in Novice, Open, UD and 
UDX or 95 or more in CCD. 

 Rally Obedience exhibits that obtain a qualifying score of 95 or more. 

 Agility and Jumping exhibits that have two (2) clear rounds, in Novice, Open or Masters 
Class. 

 

The medallion shall be attached to a ribbon, which shall be the same as used for the Show Excellent 
medallions, at that National.  

 

Rationale: 
Rally Obedience is already included in the manual as an optional discipline at the National. Allowing the 
awarding of Triangular Excellent medallions will bring this in line with the other optional disciplines.  For 
clarification, the wording ‘qualifying’ has been added, along with the applicable score for CCD. 
Moved: Victoria 

 

20.10 Motion: 
“That Regulation 6.5.1 of the GSDCA Regulations Manual be rescinded and removed from the 
Regulations Manual.” 
Current Regulation: 
6.5 GSDCA Obedience Judges 

6.5.1 Only those judges on the GSDCA Preferred and/or Supplementary List are eligible to award 
GSDCA Obedience gradings, at any GSDCA Member Club Trials, or Sponsored All Breeds Trials. 

Rationale: 
Member Clubs must forward their endorsement, accompanied by a resume of each judge they wish to have 
placed on either the Preferred or Supplementary judges lists.  The primary reason for developing these lists was 
to recommend the best judges, who are either members of GSDCA affiliates (preferred list) or non members of 
GSDCA affiliates (supplementary list) who are friends of the breed, as being suitable to judge our National Trial. 
If Member Clubs are bound to use only judges from these lists for Club and Sponsored Trials, there is no 
opportunity for them to contract any of the judges who are newly qualified.  Member Clubs need the ability to 
contract these judges for Club/Sponsored Trials, in order to assess their worth (or not) to be placed on the 
Preferred/Supplementary lists.  This would see the same process applied, as is used for choosing conformation 
judges for the National Show, i.e. Judges are required to be contracted to judge two Member Club Shows, 
before they are considered for approval to be placed on the GSDCA National Conformation Judges list 
Moved: Victoria 
 

20.11 Motion: 
“That Regulation 1.2 Agility and Jumping Trial of the GSDCA National Trial Manual be amended to read:  
 

Current National Trial Manual Regulation: 

1.2 Agility and Jumping Trial 
The conducting of Rally-O, Agility and Jumping Trials is optional at National Shows at the discretion of the 
Host Club. 

 

Proposed Amendment: 
1.2 Agility, Jumping Rally O and Herding Trials 

The conducting of Rally O, Agility, Jumping, and Herding Trials is optional at National Shows at 
the discretion of the Host Club.” 

 

Rationale: 
Herding is one of the primary functions of the GSD and should be available to members, if the host club wishes 
to take up this option. 
Moved: Victoria 
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20.12 Motion: 

That the GSDCA amend 4.2.1.1.1 of the regulations to reflect different qualifying score ranges between 

CCD and Rally Obedience”. 
 

Current Regulation: 

4.2 Obedience Awards 

4.2.1 Obedience Awards and GSDCA Gradings 

4.2.1.1 The following GSDCA Obedience Awards will only be awarded at GSDCA Member Club 

trials, and “sponsored” Trials, and are available to ANKC registered pedigree GSDs that 

receive the following qualifying scores within the following classes: 

4.2.1.1.1 CCD class, and Rally-O: 

 Good – 85 to 89 points 

 Very Good – 90 to 94 points 

 Excellent – 95 to 100 points 

4.2.1.1.2 Novice, Open, UD, UDX: 

 Good – 170 to 179 points 

 Very Good – 180 to 189 points 

 Excellent – 190 to 200 points 

4.2.1.1.3 Agility and Jumping (Novice, Open and Masters classes) 

 Excellent - must complete two (2) clear rounds. 
 

Proposed Amendment: 

4.2 Obedience Awards 

4.2.1 Obedience Awards and GSDCA Gradings 

4.2.1.1 The following GSDCA Obedience Awards will only be awarded at GSDCA Member Club 

trials, and “sponsored” Trials, and are available to ANKC registered pedigree GSDs that 

receive the following qualifying scores within the following classes: 

4.2.1.1.1 CCD classes and Rally Obedience Classes: 
CCD Obedience classes 

 Good – 85 to 89 points  

 Very Good – 90 to 94 points  

 Excellent – 95 to 100 points  

Rally-O classes 

Good –  

 Rally Novice 75 to 89 points 

 Rally Advanced 80 to 89 points 

 Rally Excellent 80 to 89 points 

 Rally Master 85 to 89 points 

Very Good –  

 Rally Novice 90 to 94 points 

 Rally Advanced 90 to 94 points 

 Rally Excellent 90 to 94 points 

 Rally Master 90 to 94 points 

Excellent –  

 Rally Novice 95 to 100 points 

 Rally Advanced 95 to 100 points 

 Rally Excellent 95 to 100 points 

 Rally Master 95 to 100 points 

Rationale: 
Qualifying scores in Rally Obedience fall into a different point’s bracket to the CCD Obedience classes.  
Therefore, we need to alter the current scoring system to allow competitors who qualify in Rally Obedience to be 
awarded GSDCA gradings and certificates. 
Moved: Victoria 
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20.13 Motion: 

Current Regulation: 
4.2.2.2 National Obedience Excellent Medallion (Triangular) 
 4.2.2.2.1 The National Obedience Excellent medallion shall only be awarded to entries that have 

gained the Excellent grading at the GSDCA National Restricted Obedience Trail. 

Proposed Amendment: 
4.2.2.2.1 The National Obedience Excellent medallion shall only be awarded to entries that have 

gained the Excellent grading at the GSDCA National Restricted Obedience Trial or in the 
optional disciplines of Agility, Jumping and Rally Obedience. 

 
Rationale: 
This change will reflect rule 6.5 in the National Trial manual, which already allows awarding of Excellent 
(Triangular) medallions in Agility and Jumping. The discipline of Rally Obedience has been added, as it is also 
listed an optional Trial, but has not previously been included in the awarding of the Triangular Excellent. 
Moved: Victoria 

 
20.14 Conformation Judges 

Motion: 
“That the GSDCA Regulation 5.5.3.1 be rescinded and replaced with the following Regulation.” 
 
Current Regulation: 
5.5.3 Selection Process for National Judges 

5.5.3.1 Conformation Judges 
The criteria for conformation judges to be selected and included on to the GSDCA National GSD 
Show Judges List is that: 
a) They are SV licensed Judge (not SV Foreign list) and must have judged on two separate 

occasions at GSDCA Member Club or sanctioned shows after which they can be 
nominated by a Member Club to be added to the list; [2016]  

b) The list of approved judges will be reviewed at the annual GSDCA Judges Committee (JC) 
Meeting where judges may be added and or removed upon a request from a Member Club;  

c) The list as reviewed by the JC Meeting will be presented to the AGM.  
d) Member Clubs hosting the National will have the right to choose 2 of, plus 2 reserves from 

a shortened list as nominated by the GSDCA Executive; 
e) The GSDCA SV Liaison Officer will contact judges as selected. In the event that none of 

the 4 chosen judges are able to accept the invitation the GSDCA Executive will liaise 
directly with the host Member Club and agreement sought to approach other judges as 
listed; 

f) Judges will be offered the appointment on the understanding they cannot judge in Australia 
for two years prior to the date of the National they have been invited to Judge. 

 
Proposed Amendment: 
5.5.3 Selection Process for National Judges 

5.5.3.1 Conformation Judges 
The criteria for conformation judges to be selected and included on to the GSDCA National GSD 
Show Judges List is that: 
a) They are a recognised GSD specialist judge that must have judged on two separate 

occasions at GSDCA Member Club or sanctioned shows and who have been nominated 
by a Member Club and accepted to be added to the list. 

b) The list of approved judges will be reviewed at the annual GSDCA Judges Committee (JC) 
Meeting where judges may be added and or removed upon a request from a Member Club;  

c) The list as reviewed by the JC Meeting will be presented to the AGM.  
d) Member Clubs hosting the National will have the right to choose 2 of plus 2 reserves from 

a shortened list  4 judges as nominated by GSDCA Executive and choices presented to 
AGM 2 years before the event is to be held; The 2 judges that are not chosen will act 
as reserve judges. 

e) The GSDCA Liaison Officer will contact judges as selected. In the event that none of the 4 
chosen judges are able to accept the invitation, the GSDCA Executive will liaise directly 
with the host Member Club and agreement sought to approach other judges as listed; 

f) Judges will be offered the appointment on the understanding they cannot judge in Australia 
for two years prior to the date of the National they have been invited to Judge. 
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Rationale: 
The current regulation sees the appointment of only SV licensed judges for our National Show.  There have 
been several non-SV judges who have officiated at GSD Specialty shows in Australia over the years, who are 
well qualified and have displayed the breed knowledge, personality and judging acumen, which is required for 
what is our premier event.  Having only SV judges on our National judges list is in fact restricting our ability to 
utilise some very knowledgeable and competent judges. 
Moved: Victoria 
 

20.15 National Trial Manual – Revised December 2013 – Appendix “G” 
Current Rules: 
 

RULES FOR THE “DAVID O’ROURKE” MEMORIAL DUAL PERFORMANCE TROPHY 
To be eligible, a Dog or Bitch must achieve, as minimum, a grading of “Very Good” in a conformation class and 
a qualifying score in Novice, Open, Utility or Utility Dog Excellent class in the Obedience Trial. 

 The David O’Rourke Dual Performance Trophy will be awarded to the animal that has the highest grading 
in conformation and a qualifying score in obedience. 

 If grading is equal, then the following scoring system shall be used to determine the winner: 

The scoring system sees a formula applied: The score shall be determined by the number of gradings given in 
the conformation class divided by the placing of the dog that has qualified, which is then multiplied by 100. A = 
Number of Grading given B = Placing of dog that has qualified with that grading A/B x 100 = Final Score (no 
decimal places) 

 In the event of a tied result after applying all the criteria above, then the Obedience result will determine 
the winner, with criteria being, in the following order: 

 The animal that gained the highest qualifying score in Obedience Trial will be declared the winner. 

 If the qualifying scores are still equal, the winner will be decided as follows: 
 Tied scores within the same class will be separated by final placing gained within the particular 

class. e.g.: 1st place UDX (190 points) beats 2nd place UDX (190 points) etc. 
 Tied scores from different classes will be separated by placing them in order of the class the 

animal competed in, hence as an example: UDX (190 points) beats UD (190 points) which beat 
OPEN (190 points) etc. 

 

Proposed Amendment: 
 

RULES FOR THE “DAVID O’ROURKE” MEMORIAL DUAL PERFORMANCE TROPHY 

(Delete)  To be eligible, a Dog or Bitch must achieve, as minimum, a grading of “Very Good” in a conformation 
class and a qualifying score in Novice, Open, Utility or Utility Dog Excellent class in the Obedience Trial.  
 

(Insert)  “To be eligible, a Dog or Bitch must achieve a minimum grading of “Very Promising or Very 
Good” in a conformation class and a qualifying score in CCD or Novice; and a minimum grading of 
“Very Promising” in a conformation class and a qualifying score in Open, Utility or Utility Dog Excellent 
class in the Obedience Trial.” 

 The David O’Rourke Dual Performance Trophy will be awarded to the animal that has the highest grading 
in conformation and a qualifying score in obedience. 

 If grading is equal, then the following scoring system shall be used to determine the winner: 

The scoring system sees a formula applied: The score shall be determined by the number of gradings given in 
the conformation class divided by the placing of the dog that has qualified, which is then multiplied by 100. A = 
Number of Grading given B = Placing of dog that has qualified with that grading A/B x 100 = Final Score (no 
decimal places) 

 In the event of a tied result after applying all the criteria above, then the Obedience result will determine 
the winner, with criteria being, in the following order: 

 The animal that gained the highest qualifying score in Obedience Trial will be declared the winner. 

 If the qualifying scores are still equal, the winner will be decided as follows: 
 Tied scores within the same class will be separated by final placing gained within the particular 

class. e.g.: 1st place UDX (190 points) beats 2nd place UDX (190 points) etc. 
 Tied scores from different classes will be separated by placing them in order of the class the 

animal competed in, hence as an example: UDX (190 points) beats UD (190 points) which beat 
OPEN (190 points) etc. 

 

Rationale: 
This motion will allow exhibits aged under 12 months to compete for this award.  The Very Promising grading is 
limited to CCD and Novice only as these obedience classes do not include any jumping. 
Moved: ACT GSDA 
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20.16 The GSDCA Annual National Obedience Competition (Also refer to 21.9) 

Motion: 
4.2.3 The GSDCA Annual National Obedience Competition  
Include a requirement for certification that the competitor is a financial member of a Member Club of the 
GSDCA.  In the absence of an official application form which could include the certification, we propose the 
following amendment to 4.2.3.1.2 (d) as shown in Italics below.  
 
Current Regulation: 
 
4.2.3.1.2 Entry into Competition 

a) The competition shall run from the GSDCA National to the closing date for entries to the next 
GSDCA National Show and Trial. [2015] 

b) To qualify to enter CCD and Novice do not require GSDCA National participation. 
c) To qualify to enter Open, UD and UDX Competitors must have competed at the previous GSDCA 

National. Where the National score is non-qualifying, it must still be included as proof of 
participation. 

d) Competitors shall present clear photocopies of their best qualifying cards to the Obedience 
Chairperson by the closing date – being no later than the closing date for entries for the GSD 
National Show and Trial. [2015] 

e) The relevant information on the winning dogs and handlers, Dates of trials, Member Clubs 
conducting the trials and scores, shall be published in the QNR 

 
Proposed Amendment: 

 
“4.2.3.1.2 Entry into Competition 

d) Competitors shall present clear photocopies of their best qualifying cards and certification by 
their Member Club Secretary or equivalent confirming that they are a financial member, to 

the Obedience Chairperson by the closing date –being no later than the closing date for entries 
for the GSD National Show and Trial.” 

 
Rationale: 
As application is made directly to the Obedience Chairperson there is currently no process for verifying that the 
applicant is a financial member of a Member Club. 
Moved: ACT GSDA 
 

20.17 Motion: 
“That the GSDCA shall maintain the Tattoo Data Base to at least the 30

th
 of June 2030 as a service to members 

of Member Clubs who wish to tattoo puppies under veterinarian supervision”. 
 
Rationale: 
The motion is intended to cover the possible requirements of members who register a new kennel prefix. This 
will ensure that they can request a tattoo symbol without the risk of duplication of tattoo symbols. 
Moved: ACT GSDA 
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20.18 Motion: 

“That Mrs Kim Houlden be included on the GSDCA Obedience Judges Supplementary List.” 
Moved: Victoria 
 

Profile: 
 

 

Mrs. Kim Houlden 
Kim Houlden is put forward for the Supplementary list as she has been a true 
friend to the GSDCV regularly judging each year in our Rally Obedience, 
Tracking and Track and Search dog trials. 
 
Kim currently has five Dual Champions (Tracking), four of which have also 
gained their Track & Search Grand Championships, the eldest of these five 
has Obedience & Rally titles also and the younger dogs will hopefully 
compete in these disciplines soon.  Judging these disciplines during the year 
and taking part in Conformation shows keeps Kim very busy.  She 
understands the commitment required to enable multi discipline training and 
competition. 
 
Kim was encouraged to start obedience judging and gained her CCD license 
in 2008, but after twelve months chose not to go any further.  She instead 
then gained her license for Tracking and then Track and Search in 2009.  
Kim then gained her Rally Obedience license in 2011 and after more 
encouragement, Novice & Open Obedience in 2015 & 2016.  In 2017, Kim 
has completed her aspirer judging program with the UD and UDX classes 
and is now a full panel ANKC Obedience Judge. 
 
It is with pleasure that the GSDCV is able to now submit her name for 
inclusion on the Supplementary list for consideration as a future National 
Obedience Trial judge. 
 

 

 

 
20.19 Motion: 

“That Mrs Elaine Temby and Mr. Charlie Giles be included on the GSDCA Obedience Judges 
Supplementary List.” 

 
The ACTGSDA submits the following two full panel Obedience Judges to be added to the GSDCA 
Supplementary Obedience Judges List. 

The Club has had a long positive and productive association with both Elaine Temby and Charlie Giles. 
They have been most supportive of the club, prepared to advise and assist with regards trials and trialing 
and all that is encompassed in their conduct. They have also assisted with aspects of training and the 
education/training of our instructors. 

They have both demonstrated an interest in the breed and have judged for the Club. Both were most 
supportive of the Club's re-emergence into the ACT Trial Calendar earlier this year. 

The extent of their judging appointments speaks for itself. Not only are they full panel judges but Elaine is 
also the Chair of the Dogs ACT Obedience Panel. 

We commend to the Council their addition to the Supplementary Obedience Judges List.  Refer to their 
attached Profiles 

 
Moved: ACT GSDA 
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Profile: 
 

Mr. Charlie Giles 
I became a full-panel obedience judge in 2009 and have judged extensively 
in NSW and the ACT and, to a lesser extent, in Tasmania, Victoria, 
Queensland and the NT. 
 

I have judged Obedience at the Sydney Royal, the ACT, NSW, Queensland 
and Victorian Titles and the 2008 and 2017 National Titles. I have judged 
numerous Rally O trials since the introduction of the sport in 2012. 
 

Since 1995, I have trained and trialed four Tibetan Terriers, Morgan (17 
years - dec), Tyler (13 years - dec), Ruffy (9 years) and Otis (6 years). 
 

Morgan was the first dog I trained and trialed in obedience and we gained 
our Novice Title in 1996 and trialed in Open until his retirement. I then 
trained and trialed Tyler to her Open Title. Tyler and I also enjoyed 
participating in a number of UD and Agility trials before she decided to 
retire. Ruffy has gained his Novice Obedience and Rally Advanced titles 
and is still looking for his Open obedience title. Otis recently gained his CCD 
and Rally Advanced titles. 
 

My wife, Liz, took Tyler, Ruffy and Otis to their conformation championship 
titles. 
 

I am a life member of the Belconnen Dog Obedience Club and a member of 
the ACT Companion Dog Club.  I am an active obedience instructor at the 
clubs. 
 

I have been the Agility Trial Manager at BDOC since 2002 but will be retiring 
after our trial in November 2017.  
 

Liz and I also run the Obedience Trials at Bermagui for the Bega Valley 
K&O Club. 
 

 

 
 

Ms. Elaine Temby 

I share my home with 3 gorgeous cocker spaniels all of whom compete in Obedience and Rally 
Obedience.  When time permits, they also participate in Conformation and Endurance and they have also 
been introduced to the joys of Agility, Gundog retrieving work and Tracking. 
 

I have been trialing cocker spaniels since 1997 and trained two to UD, two to CDX and two to CD.  All six 
have gained their Endurance Test titles, one her AD and JD and two their Australian Championship. 
My current ‘team’ has also gained their Rally Excellent and Rally Advanced Excellent titles.  They all 
remain a 'Work in Progress'! 
 

I live in Canberra and currently serve as Treasurer of Dogs ACT, an executive position.  I also hold the 
position of Conveynor of the Obedience and Tracking Committee for the ACT.  I am an active member of 
a local Obedience Club having served many a long year as an Executive on that Committee.  I currently 
hold the position of Obedience and Rally Obedience trial manager for that Club. 
 

Many years ago, I undertook the Obedience Stewards Course and began stewarding at Trials.  
Stewarding provides you with the opportunity to learn so much about the various wonderful breed 
characteristics as you observe them working from within the ring. 
 

In 2006, in an effort to 'give back to the sport' I agreed to participate in the Obedience Judges Training 
Scheme.  In reality, I think my arm was twisted so hard I couldn't say no!  I attained my CCD and Novice 
Judges license in 2006 and annually upgraded.  I completed the long haul and became a full panel judge 
in 2009.  In late 2011 I completed the requirement to gain my Rally Obedience Judges license in 
preparation for the introduction of Rally Obedience as a recognised ANKC dog Sport. 
 

Yes, all that whilst working full time! ... now with judging and other dog sports activities ... I am certainly 
kept very busy. 
 

Since attaining my Judges license I have enjoyed travelling widely throughout the eastern part of Australia 
fulfilling all breeds appointments in the Northern Territory, Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria.  
Whilst competing and judging I have enjoyed the privilege of both competing with and judging an amazing 
variety of wonderful teams however it is equally fulfilling to see the love and commitment demonstrated by 
handlers to their beloved ‘mates’.  At the end of the day, win or lose, we all take home the winning dog! 
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21 Other Matters referred to the AGM 

 

Motions 21.1 to 21.9 are recommended by the President, German Shepherd Dog 
Council of Australia. 

Note: The below motions have been discussed by the Executive and placed on the agenda via the President as 

required by the Constitution - Annual General Meeting Clause 23.1 (j). 

21.1 Motion: 
“That Regulation 7.3 “Advertising Requirements” be amended as follows: 
Current Regulation: 
7.3 Advertising Requirements: 

7.3.1 Package for Stud Dog advertisers 
7.3.1.1 Each full page stud dog advertisement printed in the QNR will have the option to be 

replicated on a dedicated Stud Dog page on the GSDCA website for a period of 3 
months following the publication of the QNR edition in which it appears. [2017] 

7.3.2 Requirements for Animals Bred and Owned in Australia 
7.3.2.1 All animals over the age of twelve (12) months and under eighteen (18) months at the 

time of publication must have been awarded a GSDCA ‘A’ stamp for hips and a GSDCA 
‘Z’ stamp for elbows, and publish their hip and elbow results in full, as part of the 
advertisement. It is the responsibility of the QNR Editor to ensure that this regulation is 
implemented. (e.g. “A” (2:1) “Z” Grade One (0:1)). 

7.3.2.2 All animals over the age of eighteen (18) months at the time of publication must have 
successfully passed Breed Survey through the GSDCA National Breed Survey Scheme 
or a GSDCA recognised scheme to advertise in the QNR. 

7.3.2.3 To be eligible for the “Showing Potential” section an animal must be less than 12 
months of age at the time of publication, where both parents have successfully passed 
Breed Survey through the GSDCA National Breed Survey Scheme or a GSDCA 
recognised scheme. 

7.3.2.4 If the advertisement is to contain a copy of a GSDCA Breed Survey critique, it must be 
printed in full and verified by the GSDCA NBC Chairperson. (The Breed Survey critique 
is the property of the GSDCA) If the advertisement is to contain a Breed Survey critique 
from an overseas GSDCA recognised scheme, it must be printed in full and translated 
by an official GSDCA interpreter. 

7.3.2.5 That dogs who have achieved the grading of Excellent Select be advertised as such, 
and not VA. 

Proposed Amendment: 
7.3 Advertising Requirements: 

7.3.1 Package for Stud Dog advertisers 

7.3.1.1 Each full page stud dog advertisement printed in the QNR will have the option to be 
replicated on a dedicated Stud Dog page on the GSDCA website for a period of 3 
months following the publication of the QNR edition in which it appears. [2017] 

7.3.2 Requirements for Animals Bred and Owned in Australia 

7.3.2.1 All animals over the age of twelve (12) months and under two (2) years at the time of 
publication must have been awarded a GSDCA ‘A’ stamp for hips and a GSDCA ‘Z’ 
stamp for elbows, and publish their hip and elbow results in full, as part of the 
advertisement or equivalent as recognised eg SV “a” & ED classifications and 
not failed the GSDCA Breed Survey Classification or other recognised 
scheme. 

7.3.2.1.1. It is the responsibility of the QNR Editor to ensure that hip and elbow 
results, as part of the advertisement are published in full.  that this regulation is 
implemented. (e.g. “A” (2:1) “Z” Grade One (0:1)). 

7.3.2.2 All animals over the age of eighteen (18) months at the time of publication 
must have successfully passed Breed Survey through the GSDCA National 
Breed Survey Scheme or a GSDCA recognised scheme to advertise in the 
QNR. 
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7.3.2.2 To be eligible for the “Showing Potential” section an animal must be less than 12 
months of age at the time of publication, where both parents have successfully passed 
Breed Survey through the GSDCA National Breed Survey Scheme or a GSDCA 
recognised scheme. 

7.3.2.3 If the advertisement is to contain a copy of a GSDCA Breed Survey critique, it must 
be printed in full and verified by the GSDCA NBC Chairperson. (Note: The Breed 

Survey critique is the property of the GSDCA) 

7.3.2.3.1 If the advertisement is to contain a Breed Survey critique from an overseas 
GSDCA recognised scheme, it must be printed in full and translated by an 
official GSDCA interpreter. 

7.3.2.4 That dogs who have achieved the grading of Excellent Select be advertised as such, 
and not VA. 

7.3.2.5 Animals being advertised for stud work must hold a GSDCA Breed Survey 
Classification or be classified under a recognised scheme. 

7.3.2.6 Progeny between the age of twelve (12) months and two (2) years will be eligible 
to be advertised however must possess a GSDCA A and Z Stamp. (Beyond two 
years of age Breed Survey classification is a pre-requisite). 

7.3.2.7 For advertising other than Stud dogs (Kennel progeny, Clubs, Groups), animals 
up to two (2) years of age may be advertised without being breed survey 

classified. Animals between 12 months and two years must have not have failed 
the HDED or Breed Survey schemes. Animals beyond two years must possess 
a GSDCA HDED pass and Breed Survey Classification or other recognised 
scheme. 

7.3.2.8. For advertising other than Stud dogs (Kennel progeny, Clubs, Groups), animals 

up to two (2) years of age may be advertised without being breed survey 
classified. Any animals between the age of twelve (12) months and two (2) years 
must possess a GSDCA A and Z Stamp. 

7.3.2 For Animals being Imported into Australia 

7.3.2.1 Imported animals that have been successfully breed surveyed through a GSDCA 
recognised scheme and have been awarded a hip and elbow result through a 
GSDCA recognised evaluation scheme for hips and elbows shall be given a six month 
grace period for presentation to the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme for advertising 
purposes. If the animal fails to present to the GSDCA Breed Survey Scheme no 
further advertising will be accepted. 

7.3.2.2 Imported animals prior to the advertising being accepted must have completed the 
GSDCA Title Verification form and all qualifications and titles must be verified by the 
NBC Chairperson. 

7.3.2.3 If the advertisement is to contain a Breed Survey critique from an overseas GSDCA 
recognised scheme, it must be printed in full and translated by an official GSDCA 
interpreter. 

7.3.3 For Animals Bred and/or Owned in New Zealand 

7.3.3.1 All animals over the age of eighteen (18) months at the time of publication must be 
breed surveyed through a GSDCA recognised scheme to advertise in the QNR. The 
GSDCA shall recognise the Breed Survey classification for any animal from New 
Zealand for advertising purposes in the QNR on the proviso that the animal has been 
awarded a GSDCA ‘A’ stamp for hips and a GSDCA ‘Z’ stamp for elbows or passed 
any other GSDCA recognised evaluation scheme for hips and elbows. 

7.3.3.2 All animals over the age of twelve (12) months of age and under eighteen months of 
age at the time of publication must have been awarded a GSDCA ‘A’ stamp for hips 
and a GSDCA ‘Z’ stamp for elbows or passed any other GSDCA approved 
evaluation scheme for hips and elbows. 
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Rationale: 
Advertising in the Quarterly National Review is important, as an avenue for owners to promote dogs, and to 
ensure the longevity of the GSDCA’s printed magazine. To ensure maximum flexibility whilst maintaining 
standards, the age guidelines for advertising progeny are raised from 18 months to 2 years before a breed 
survey classification is required. This provides as much time as possible for owners to ensure animals are 
suitably qualified and meet the pre requisites for advertising. The changes also provide greater opportunity for 
kennel advertising with progeny and other groups who may like to advertise, to include as many animals as 
possible given the expanded criteria. 

 
21.2 Motion: 

“That the position of GSDCA National Identification Officer be rescinded and the position be removed 
from the GSDCA Nomination Form.” 

 

Rationale: 

Due to the recent decision to cease the GSDCA Tattoo Scheme, it is felt that the role of the Identification Officer 
is now not required and that any microchipping issues that arise can be handled by the NBC Chair. 
 

21.3 Motion: 
“That the Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) Officer reports directly to the GSDCA President.” 

 
Rationale: 

The Breed Specific Legislation (BSL) portfolio is important with regard to matters pertaining to possible 
legislation.  The BSL Officer in the future, must contact the GSDCA President on any BSL matter and the matter 
will be handled by the GSDCA President inconjunction with the BSL Officer. 

It is suggested that the position of Breed Specific Legislation Officer will be maintained under the auspices of the 
GSDCA President and that the BSL Officer will report direct to the GSDCA President and provide a yearly report 
to the GSDCA AGM. 

 
21.4 Motion: 

“That the application to award excellent medallions at the Nanango Kennel Club Obedience and Rally O 
Triple Trials to be held on the 9

th
 & 10

th
 June 2018 be approved”. 

 
Rationale: 

The below request was made by the GSDCQ on behalf of the Nanango Kennel Club. 
 

Nanango Kennel club is holding an obedience & Rally O Triple Trial weekend on Saturday, 9
th
 & Sunday, 10

th
  

June 2018 at the Nanango Sporting Fields, Burnett Street, Nanango. 

On the Club's behalf, I am seeking approval to award Excellent Medallions to those handlers who fall into 

the correct scoring bracket with their German Shepherd Dog in both obedience and Rally O competitions. 

Vylryan Mannion 
Secretary' 

 
21.5 Gun Testing: 

In September 2017 at the WUSV Meeting and meeting held with GSDCA President and Judges Chair, the 
SV/WUSV indicated that a requirement now exists for the grading of German Shepherd Dogs from 12 months of 
age. 
 
The requirement is: that: 

Animals from 12 months of age will be ineligible for grading by an SV/WUSV judge unless they have been 
gun tested.  
Fact is if an SV/WUSV accredited judge has been contracted to adjudicate at any show in Australia (or 
internationally), animals competing in Junior, Intermediate and Open classes will be gun tested. 

 

Our position 
At a Special General Meeting of the GSDCA in July 2017, it was agreed that we would gun test in the open 
class to ensure eligibility for an excellent grading. 

“That the gun test will be introduced and conducted forthwith the exception being for shows where the 
ANKC schedule has been approved and will apply to all animals exhibited in the Open Classes at all 
Member Club and or sponsored shows where the German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia (GSDCA) 
Excellent grading maybe awarded”. (The GSDCA – WUSV Harmonisation Program: Summary of decisions 
28 July 2017) 
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In order to avoid embarrassment and or animals in Junior, Intermediate and Open classes not receiving any 
grading and need to align GSDCA with the WUSV Harmonisation process it is suggested that we amend the 
schedule to now read: 

Motion: 
“That the gun test will be introduced and conducted forthwith the exception being for shows where the 
ANKC schedule has been approved and will apply to all animals exhibited in the Junior, Intermediate 
and Open Classes at all Member Club and or sponsored shows where the German Shepherd Dog 
Council of Australia (GSDCA) Good, Very Good or Excellent gradings may be awarded”. 
 

Rationale: 
The rationale for a gun test to be conducted is in fact the German Shepherd Dog should be able to withstand the 
sound of a gun as per the utility traits of the breed.  Further the gun test is used in Breed Survey as an element 
of the character and temperament assessment.  Animals that are gun shy are not recommended for breeding 
and are not considered suitable as working dogs. 
The earlier animals are assessed for their reaction to the gun test the more opportunity exists for breeders to 
make informed decisions about animals within their kennel and choice of sires. 
The harmonisation program is aimed at standardising judging processes that enable a level playing field for 
breeders across the world.  It is envisaged that WUSV members that do not fall into line with this requirement 
will see SV/WUSV judges not be able to award any grading when they judge in Australia. 

It must be noted that limiting factors in the ability of Member Clubs complying with this requirement may be 
Australia’s gun license laws and regulations as set by Canine Controls with regard to the running of shows. 

21.6 Change to Current GSDCA Regulation: 
Current Regulation: 
5.5.3.2 Obedience Judges  
The criteria for obedience judges to be selected to officiate at a National is: 
 

a) The host Member Club must present the list of judges to the GSDCA AGM for approval at least two years 
in advance. The list of Judges is to include names of the reserve judges.  

b) The host Member Club, where possible, should appoint interstate judges to the judging panel. German 
Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc. – Regulations Manual Version 4 – 01/07/2017 Page 47 of 65  

c) Judges are to be appointed from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List, or if not available, from 
the GSDCA Supplementary List.  

d) Judges must be licensed to judge relevant disciplines/classes at ANKC sanctioned events and be an 
active and current member of a GSDCA Member Club in the State/Territory in which they reside.  

e) All Obedience Judges for the National Show and Trials be contracted to provide critiques for all classes to 
be published in the NQR.  

f) The GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List and the GSDCA Supplementary Obedience Judges List 
can be obtained from the GSDCA Secretary or GSDCA Obedience Chair. Both lists shall be reviewed on 
an annual basis by the GSDCA Obedience Chairperson. 

 

Proposed Amendment: 
 

5.5.3.2 Obedience Judges  
The criteria for obedience judges to be selected to officiate at a National is: 
 

a) Member Clubs that have accepted the nomination to host a National must provide a schedule of 
Obedience Classes that will be offered at the event. 
The GSDCA Executive will nominate double the names of Judges for Classes to be judged from 
which the Club will appoint the required number of judges, with those not picked to act as 
reserves, eg: 6 classes to be offered, then the list will have 12 judges from which the Club will 
choose the number of judges to officiate. 

b) The host Member Club, where possible, should appoint interstate judges to the judging panel. German 
Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc. – Regulations Manual Version 4 – 01/07/2017 Page 47 of 65  

c) Judges are to be appointed from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List, or if not available, from 
the GSDCA Supplementary List.  

d) Judges must be licensed to judge relevant disciplines/classes at ANKC sanctioned events. 
(Delete)  and be an active and current member of a GSDCA Member Club in the State/Territory in 
which they reside.  

e) All Obedience Judges for the National Show and Trials be contracted to provide critiques for all classes to 
be published in the NQR.  
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f) The GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List and the GSDCA Supplementary Obedience Judges List 
can be obtained from the GSDCA Secretary or GSDCA Obedience Chair. Both lists shall be reviewed on 
an annual basis by the GSDCA Obedience Chairperson.  

 

Rationale: 
(a) This change mirrors the selection process for National Conformation judges and will help to ensure 

obedience judges are chosen on a rotational basis. 

(b) The requirement to ‘be an active and current member of a GSDCA Member Club in the State/Territory 
in which they reside’ only applies to judges on the Preferred list, which is already stated elsewhere in the 
Regulations manual.  This requirement does not apply to judges on the Supplementary list, so wording of 
this point needs to be altered, to accommodate use of these judges at a National Trial. 

21.7 Change to Current NATIONAL TRIAL MANUAL 

Current Rule: 
 

11. JUDGES 

11.1 APPOINTMENT  
The following procedure will be followed for the appointment of judges for the Obedience section of 

the National Show and Trial. 
1. The host Club must present the list of judges to the GSDCA AGM for approval at least two years 

in advance. The list of Judges is to include names of the reserve judges. 
2. The host club, where possible, should appoint interstate judges to the judging panel. 
3. Judges are to be appointed from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List which is 

reviewed on an annual basis by the GSDCA Obedience Chairman. 
4. Judges must be licensed to judge relevant disciplines/classes at ANKC sanctioned events and 

be an active and current member of a GSDCA Affiliated Club in the State/Territory in which they 
reside. 

5. All Obedience Judges for the National Show and Trials be contracted to provide critiques for all 
classes to be published in the National Quarterly Review. 

6. If Judges from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List are not available, Clubs are to refer 
to the GSDCA Supplementary Obedience Judges List which can be obtained from the GSDCA 
Secretary or GSDCA Obedience Chair. 

 

Proposed Amendment: 
 

11. JUDGES 
11.1 APPOINTMENT  

The following procedure will be followed for the appointment of judges for the Obedience section of 
the National Show and Trial. 

1. Member Clubs hosting the National will have the right to choose obedience judges from a 
shortened list as nominated by the GSDCA Executive. The host Member Club must 
present the list of judges to the GSDCA AGM for approval at least two years in advance. 
The list of Judges is to include names of the reserve judges.  

2. The host club, where possible, should appoint interstate judges to the judging panel. 
3. Judges are to be appointed from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List which is 

reviewed on an annual basis by the GSDCA Obedience Chairman. 
4. Judges must be licensed to judge relevant disciplines/classes at ANKC sanctioned events. 

(Delete)  and be an active and current member of a GSDCA Affiliated Club in the 
State/Territory in which they reside. 

5. All Obedience Judges for the National Show and Trials be contracted to provide critiques for all 
classes to be published in the National Quarterly Review. 

6. If Judges from the GSDCA Preferred Obedience Judges List are not available, Clubs are to refer 
to the GSDCA Supplementary Obedience Judges List which can be obtained from the GSDCA 
Secretary or GSDCA Obedience Chair. 

Rationale: 
11.1.1 Assuming the recommended changes (above) to the Regulations Manual are passed, this change is 

necessary, in order that the National Trial Manual and the Regulations Manual contain the same 
information. 

11.1.4 Assuming the recommended changes (above) to the Regulations Manual are passed, this change is 
necessary, in order that the National Trial Manual and the Regulations Manual contain the same 
information. 
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21.8 Change to Current GSDCA Regulation: 
Current Regulation: 
5.4 Requirements for Sponsored Trials 

5.4.1 That all GSD Member Clubs, can upon application to the GSDCA AGM each year, nominate up to 
three (3) All Breed Obedience Trials judged by judges from the GSDCA “preferred or 
supplementary” list where any registered, pedigreed GSD can be awarded the GSDCA Obedience 
Gradings.  

 

Proposed Amendment: 
5.4.1 That all GSD Member Clubs, can upon application to the GSDCA (Delete) AGM each year, 

nominate up to three (3) All Breed Obedience Trials judged by judges from the GSDCA “preferred 
or supplementary” list where any registered, pedigreed GSD can be awarded the GSDCA 
Obedience Gradings.  

Rationale: 
This change is recommended to streamline the process of nominating/approving judges for Sponsored Trials. 
There is no need to take up time at the AGM, when approval can be decided quickly and easily by direct 
application to the GSDCA Executive. 

 

 

21.9 Change to Current GSDCA Regulation: 
Current Regulation: 
4.2.3 The GSDCA Annual National Obedience Competition 

4.2.3.1.2 Entry into Competition  
a) The competition shall run from the GSDCA National to the closing date for entries to the next 

GSDCA National Show and Trial. [2015] 
 
Proposed Amendment: 
4.2.3.1.2 Entry into Competition  

a) The competition shall run from 1
st

 March to the 28
th

 February the following year. 
(Delete)  the GSDCA National to the closing date for entries to the next GSDCA National Show 

and Trial. [2015] 
Rationale: 
The original closing date excludes competitors from entering scores gained during the 6 week period leading up 
to the National (the period after closing date). This is a peak period, where competitors are trialing in readiness 
for the upcoming National Trial. This change will allow the competition to run over a full 12 months, allowing 
competitors to enter scores gained over the entire year and leaving plenty of time for applications to be 
processed and trophies ordered for presentation at the National Show/Trial. 
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22 General Business 

 

22.1 Nomination of Police Dog “Ruger” for GSDCA Outstanding Canine Service Award. 

 

The German Shepherd Dog Club of South Australia would like to present Police Dog “Ruger” 
and recommends he be approved for the GSDCA Outstanding Canine Service Award. 
 

Police Dog “Ruger” 
Born 13/11/2011 
Acquired from BROOKSVALE kennels. 
Commence course on 8/10/2012 
Complete course on 15/2/2013 
 
To date Ruger has been deployed on 791 occasions resulting in 115 persons being apprehended and 
charged with a combined total of 274 offences.  He has also located property on 81 occasions to the value 
of $43,000. 
 
Some memorable deployments are: 
 
23/2/13: TAPEROO: 
Rugers first operational deployment resulted in his first “win”, finding a man hiding in the sand hills after 
committing a serious criminal trespass. 
 
9/9/2016: GREENACRES: 
Ruger deployed after an armed hold up on pizza bar. Ruger tracked for about 500m to an address where 
he began barking.  Numerous persons at address.  Address searched and clothing, balaclava, and knife 
used in robbery located hidden in various spots. 
 
13/7/2017: TATACHILLA 
Ruger deployed after a police pursuit of a stolen car ended in an olive grove on a rural property.  Ruger 
tracked through vineyards, roads, and a quarry in very windy and rainy conditions for a distance of 2.5 – 3 
km.  Track ended at a culvert along Main South Rd where it is believed suspect was picked up.  Along 
route of track, Ruger identified numerous items – balaclava, tools, and a jumper.  These items were 
processed and a DNA match received.  A male person was arrested for this offence. 
One of Rugers strengths is his scent discrimination ability. 
 
16/7/17: QUEENSTOWN 
Ruger deployed after stolen vehicle located abandoned in a unit block.  Ruger tracked from the drivers’ 
door across Port Road to a nearby address and began barking at the front yard of a house.  Several 
occupants of the house were persons of interest.  Patrols separated persons on street and Ruger walked 
past all.  Ignored all but one who he began barking at.  This male had been located by patrols “asleep” in 
bed but sweating.  Arrested for the stolen vehicle and pursuit. 
 
Ruger has certainly had some ups during his career, but there has also been some downs. In September 
2016 after a rigorous internal selection process, Ruger was one of two dogs selected to represent SAPOL 
at the Australasian Police Dog Trials in Melbourne in October.  Unfortunately a week prior to the trials, after 
a sudden significant weight loss, Ruger was diagnosed with a serious bacterial lung infection.  This 
resulted in his lungs filling with fluid and him “basically” drowning.  The second day after he was admitted 
to the Trinity Gardens Adelaide Vet Hospital his handler was advised to attend the hospital in preparation 
for Ruger to be put down. 
 
Thanks to the awesome work by staff and the support by SAPOL management, Ruger fought through and 
after 14 days in hospital returned home.  By the end of the month he was back to his favourite past time 
“catching criminals”.  He did however miss his opportunity at the Australasian Police Dog Trials. 
Ruger is easily identifiable by his trademark titanium canines. 
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22.2 ANKC NBC Meeting 

Member Clubs to table any issue for discussion that is to be considered for placement on the ANKC 
NBC meeting agenda. 
 
 
 
 

23 58th GSDCA Annual General Meeting - 2019 

 

Year Annual General Meeting National Breed Commission Meeting 
 

2016 ADELAIDE SYDNEY 

2017 MELBOURNE ADELAIDE 

2018 SYDNEY MELBOURNE 

2019 ADELAIDE SYDNEY 

2020 MELBOURNE ADELAIDE 

2021 SYDNEY MELBOURNE 
 
 

The 58th GSDCA Annual General Meeting will be held on the 10th & 11th February 2019 in Adelaide, 
South Australia. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



German Shepherd Dog Council of Australia Inc Annual General Meeting Agenda – February 2018 Page 36 of 41 

 

Resume for GSDCA President 

Mr. VINCE TANTARO  
 

I am seeking your support to enable me to be elected for a fourth 
consecutive term as President, GSDCA. 
 
The last 6 years the Council, under my leadership, has seen much 
progress. I have promoted a culture of openness and transparency and 
believe that decisions as made at all levels of Council are well considered 
by and owned by everyone.  I have promoted the need for the membership 
to be integral to the decision making process. They are now well informed 
as direct communication with Clubs and use of Councils website has 
proved essential in promoting the need for the membership to be informed 
and involved. 

 
2017 sees 40 years of constant involvement with the GSD. I am a passionate idealist, and have a 
sustained record of working for the GSD, GSDC of Vic and the GSDCA. 
 
My approach is to be transparent and non manipulative of others in order to achieve the goals set. 
I am proud of current and past members of Executive whom I have worked with; they have diverse 
backgrounds, and have willingly expressed their opinions, and this has been advantageous to all 
decisions made. 
 
I further believe my performance over the past 2 years has been most professional, with a great deal of 
focus on IPO, and to a lesser degree WUSV Harmonisation. My approach to these matters has been one 
of calmness, proactivity and giving strong leadership. This has provided clarity to all regarding Councils 
position and achieved workable outcomes. 
 
Neither the Executive, Council nor I have been afforded due respect with regard to communication from 
WUSV, despite repeated requests over a period of 18 months for an answer to a question regarding any 
consequence to Council for not pursuing the introduction of IPO into Australia.  Unfortunately the ‘covert’ 
activities of some, and final process employed by the WUSV, for us to consider the 23 schedules 
forthwith, has caused division amongst us. 
 
I believe we are at the crossroad in our history: the SGM held in July 2017 decided on a number of 
initiatives,   which will, in my opinion, require leadership that is open, proactive, and inclusive, and 
requires a person who can deliver on what has been decided. 
The leader will need to foster unity and understanding.  In going forward, the diversity of opinion which 
makes our Council unique needs to be well considered. We do not need a leader who has a history of 
undermining the Council and/or its Officers, nor someone who has allegiances to others ahead of our 
Council. 
 
I believe my sustained work for the breed over the last 40 years and intimate knowledge of Council affairs, 
together with my idealism, passion and leadership skills positions me well to lead an Executive who will 
work together with me to ensure the betterment and future development of the GSDCA and GSD in 
Australia. 
 
If you wish to discuss any matter or would like a full copy of my resume, I can be contacted on 
0402 145 184 
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Resume for GSDCA President 

Mr. L OUIS DONALD  
 

For many decades, the GSDCA has served the GSD well in Australia, unifying all 
clubs and remaining at the forefront of breed improvement schemes. It must continue 
to be progressive and innovative to ensure our breed’s future.  
 
To that end it’s time to bring forward new leadership and a fresh vision, a vision based 
on a clearly articulated and achievable five-year plan. A plan based on a shared, 
transparent and committed vision by those who have the idealism and passion for the 
GSD not just as a show dog but a healthy, reliable and trustworthy family dog first and 
foremost, and as an obedience, agility, herding, working utilitarian service dog. 
 
 
Standing for the position of President in 2018, it is appropriate to reflect on my 
achievements as a past GSDCA President. It is relevant because those achievements 
form the disciplined backbone of the GSDCA today and represent my track record of 
commitment, goal focused success, and suitability for the job. When I was elected my 

first task was to unite the clubs, to get them to put aside their deeply entrenched parochial attitudes for a common cause, 
the German Shepherd Dog.  At that time virtually nothing existed in Australia other than an All Breeds environment. 
During my tenure a 10-year plan was put forward. With the united support of like-minded people, the following initiatives 
were put into place, and they remain today: 
 

 Overhaul of the GSDCA constitution making it relative to club/members needs 

 Restructure of GSDCA Executive 

 National Breed Survey Scheme – Surveyor training/licensing 

 BS Year Book 

 Creation of tattoo scheme 

 HD/ED Scheme 

 BS classification for excellent grading 

 Judges Sub-Committee/Judges Chairperson 

 Obedience Sub-Committee/Obedience Chairperson 

 GSDCA Tooth Certificate 

 Kennel HD achievement medals  

 New style Review  

 Haemophilia Scheme 

 National Breed Commission/NBC Chairperson 

 Main Breed Show and integrated State Breed Shows 

 ANKC affiliation 

 Hereditary Diseases Committee  
 
A summation of GSDCA at the time of my 14th year was encapsulated by SV President, Herman Martin, when he publicly 
stated, “The GSDCA and the breed in Australia is ranked 4th in the world.” 
 
It has been said the style of leadership during my Presidency was autocratic, but it was a style was unequivocally 
supported by all club Presidents and members in order to achieve significant milestones; bringing the GSDCA from 
obscurity and non-relevance to one of the most respected GSD breed organisations in the world. 
 
Times have changed and leadership styles with them. Today’s leaders must not be autocratic; they must instead be 
transparent and have a vision and passion for the breed, importantly to lead by example, encouraging those who share 
the passion and allowing them to develop their full potential. 
 
It’s time to end division; it’s time for a return to effective and collective leadership, transparency and communicative 
openness. 
 
If elected President, a detailed five-year plan will be developed together with all club presidents who shall be an integral 
component to that plan in regard to content, agreement, commitment and execution - a plan representing you, the 
members.  
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Resume for GSDCA Treasurer 

Ms. J ANE PIKE  
 

I have re nominated for the position of Treasurer and would like to thank the 
Clubs that have supported me to pursue a further term.  
I have over 35 years experience in an accounting and finance environment 
and in my current role I am responsible for a $5m annual budget, Goods and 
Service Tax quarterly returns and the preparation of financial accounts for 
auditing, all of which is mirrored whilst keeping the financial accounts for the 
GSDCA but on a smaller basis.  I am proficient with the use of MYOB and 
other accounting software particularly Excel and Microsoft Access.  My other 
areas of expertise include website creation and management and high level of 
expertise in the Microsoft suite of products. 
 
I believe it is important that the Treasurer has a hands-on role managing the 
accounts so that any questions raised by Auditors and/or Club officials can be 
easily answered.  
 

 
During my 6 years as a member of the GSDCA Executive, I have:  

 on a regular basis billed Clubs, readers and members for outstanding payments for Breed Survey, 

Hips/Elbows, magazine subscriptions etc, 

 introduced quarterly reporting of financial information to Clubs,  

 instigated EFT for all Council transactions 

 set up online Credit Card payments,  

 created a billing system for private subscribers to ensure their magazine subscriptions are up to date,  

 formalised a motion for the payment of a subsidy to Clubs for attendance at meetings, 

 created a database for the NBC Executive to record the measurement of size/depth etc from specialty 

shows and have assisted with the input of data, 

 created a spreadsheet used by Clubs since 2013 for revenue raising at the National Show and Trial, 

 maintained stocks of medallions and ordering from suppliers, 

 supplied Club Treasurers/National Show Managers with medals for local shows and Nationals and 

billed accordingly, 

 sourced and sold council polo shirts to ensure our “brand” is visible, 

 identified venues, negotiated and organised AGMs, NBC weekends and SGMs, 

 booked flights for Council Officials travelling to meetings and surveys. 

 built the Judges/Surveyors database to record judging appointments and personal details, 

 created a process for capturing information to aid with the Sires Progeny Parade that was used 

successfully in 2017, 

 designed and produced a new template for the GSDCA Tooth Certificate, and 

 headed up the Website Working Party to implement the current website and the Working Party to 

design the new Gold Silver and Bronze medals. 

I am an active breeder, exhibitor, Group 5 Judge, GSDCA Specialist Judge and Breed Surveyor and I put the 
breed first and foremost.   I utilise all Council schemes without exception.  
The next few years will be challenging for all members of our fraternity as we adapt to changes that that will 
affect the way we breed and raise our dogs and how we participate in shows and trials. 
It is important that a cohesive Executive Team works together into the future to administer the day to day 
running of the Council by assisting the Clubs moving forward.   
Jane Pike – 0413 347 247 
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Resume for GSDCA Treasurer 

Mrs. J ANET HAASE  
 

 

Involvement in the German Shepherd fraternity has been an integral part 
of my life for more than 40 years.  My husband and I purchased our first 
German Shepherd in 1975. Like many new members we joined a club to 
train our dog; in our case the Victorian Shepherd Club (Malvern branch).   
We were quickly embraced by an active group of die-hard breed 
enthusiasts and our weekly trip to obedience classes rapidly transitioned 
into a life-long obsession with German Shepherds in all aspects; showing, 
breeding, training. Always striving for breed improvement. 
 
We have been early adopters of all National Council Breed improvement 
schemes and have assiduously followed Council’s breeding guidelines.  

We have been fortunate enough to have owned and bred a number of winning animals but most 
importantly, feel privileged to have had a German Shepherd Dog as a vital part of our family for over forty 
years. Protecting and promoting our breed has been at the forefront of all my actions. Now, more than 
ever, it is critical to protect the profile of the our breed, ensuring that it is seen as a well rounded, healthy, 
intelligent and stable family companion and working dog. 
 
My experience at club and council level has been extensive.  I have a thorough knowledge of the 
procedures and processes of club administration. In Victoria, I have served on committee as Branch 
Manager and Vice President and for many years actively involved on show committee, preparing for 
National shows; Main Breed Evaluations and Championship shows. I am currently the Breed Affairs 
Administrator in Tasmania. At National Council level I have been the Breed Survey Registrar and part of 
the editorial committee of the Quarterly Review. Last year, I co-developed and co-facilitated the National 
Breed Forum. I initiated a national survey that for the first time saw direct input from a cross section of 
members nationwide.  The Breed Survey Forum has been the catalyst for positive change and represents 
the voice of the membership. It has resulted in accountability measures and validated processes for 
transformation. 
 
My financial expertise was developed during my career as an educational leader.  As a school principal I 
effectively managed multimillion dollar budgets and all the associated accountabilities with complete 
integrity. My planning and budgeting ensured the school finances were maintained in a healthy and viable 
position. Auditor reports reflect my skill and capabilities in this area. As a leader managing in excess of 25 
schools in Victoria, I had oversight of the financial management and accountability processes ensuring 
transparency. 
 
I bring to the role of Treasurer a passion for the health and well being of the German Shepherd Dog, a 
vision for uniting the breed community, willingness to work collaboratively with all members and the 
necessary accounting skills required by the council. I offer efficiency, integrity and will manage the 
finances with the best interests of the breed at heart. I am committed to work with the council’s leadership 
team to advance the breed within Australia and the global community. 
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Resume for GSDCA Judges Committee Chair 

Mrs. R OBYN KNUCKEY  
 

I have been humbled to be nominated by three states to continue in my 
current role as GSDCA Judges Committee Chair for another 2 year term. 
 
I have been a member of the GSDA of WA (an affiliate club of the GSDCA) 
for 36 years and have been involved in a number of committee and 
management for my club. In 2010, I was honoured with Life Membership of 
the GSDA of WA. I have also been very active in Dogs West, with previous 
positions on Governing Council, Finance and Group 5 Convener for trainee 
judges. 
 
Currently I am the Judges Chair for the GSDA of WA, State Breed Survey 
Coordinator WA and the GSDCA Judges’ Committee Chair from 2014-
present.  
 

I qualified as an ANKC judge for group 5 in 1994, awarded the GSDCA Specialist Judge pin in 1996 and 
elevated to be a GSDCA Breed Surveyor in 2001. At the GSDCA National in May 2015, I was presented 
with the GSDCA Meritorious Service Award for service. 
 
I breed under the Freinhauf prefix, with my husband Kevin. My kennel is a small but dedicated one and 
has been awarded the Silver Medal for A stamps for hips and has bred a number of breed surveyed and 
excellent graded animals. All animals bred in this prefix have been from two breed surveyed parents, 
since 1982. The highlight of showing German Shepherd Dogs was owning the winner of the Open Female 
class at the 2002 GSDCA National and the Bronze Medal female in 2016.  After a break from breeding, 
the kennel has just bred another excellent graded animal from its first litter in 10 years, with several up 
and coming youngsters that were placed at the 2016 GSDCA National. 
 
The above demonstrates my involvement and commitment to all levels of the breed and the dog world in 
general. Personally, I am a physiotherapist by background and work as an Operations Manager, 
managing multiple sites in the aged care industry. This provides me with the necessary skills to manage 
the GSDCA Judges Committee portfolio and meaningfully contribute to all business of the GSDCA 
Executive. In my current tenure a number of initiatives have been implemented to improve 
communication, improvements to the GSDCA Judges Extension Course. We have seen some younger 
judges enroll in the GSDCA Extension Course to support my objective of succession planning to support 
the breed into the future. Mentoring and support had been provided to judges participating in the ANKC 
system. There is further work to be done in this space and I am committed to seeing this continued. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you wish to discuss my nomination for GSDCA Judges Committee Chair 
and I seek your support to continue in my current role. 
 
Robyn Knuckey 0435 789 442 judgescommittee@gsdcouncilaustralia.org  
 
 

mailto:judgescommittee@gsdcouncilaustralia.org
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Resume for GSDCA Judges Committee Chair 

Mr. S TEPHEN COLLINS  
 

I have been a member of the German Shepherd Dog Club of SA Inc., for in 
excess of forty years, and have served on the committee of the Club for 
almost thirty years.  In that time I have held the position of President, Hon. 
Secretary,  1st Vice President (Obedience), 2nd Vice President (Breed 
Affairs) and committee member. I was honoured with Life Membership in 
1998 by the Club. 
 
I have previously served Council as Honorary Treasurer, and have a strong 
understanding of the workings of Council, Member Clubs and Controlling 
bodies. 
 
The future of our Breed and organisation has many challenges ahead and a 
positive outlook is the only way forward.  The breed and council will need 

enthusiastic, motivated and dedicated personnel to lead both forward. 
 
As one of the driving forces behind training workshops held by the GSDC of SA over the past two years I 
believe it is essential, that as an organisation, we are continually educating breed surveyors, judges and 
all members of our fraternity. 
 
I have the desired qualities and experience to carry out the duties of the Judges Committee Chairperson, 
firstly in developing the skills and techniques of Aspirant and Specialist judges and as part of the NBC 
Executive dealing with Breed issues, and providing guidance to our membership. 
 
I regularly attended the NBC/Judges meetings, the GSDCA AGM, interstate shows and the German 
Sieger Show when possible. This enables me to stay in touch with, national and international breed 
direction. 
 
I fully support the GSDCA, its ideals and Breed Improvement Schemes. 
I am still very active as a breeder, exhibitor, handler and trainer (Rhosyn prefix) and I have experienced all 
the highs and lows of breeding, exhibiting and importing animals. 
  
If elected I hope to further develop a workshop approach at the Judges’ meetings.  We have a wealth of 
experience and expertise amongst our Specialist Judges that should be better utilized by providing a more 
productive environment for the sharing of knowledge and expertise. 
 
I would bring a fresh and enthusiastic approach to the role with an emphasis on promoting and supporting 
youth to become judges.  I believe there is a need for more productive communication using electronic 
media and I can provide the IT skills necessary to bring this to fruition. 
 
I hope to bring a fresh and enthusiastic approach to this role. 
 
 


