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WUSV Objectives

In broad terms the WUSV objective is to ensure a uniform breed standard

applies across its member organizations and more specifically;

Å Harmonization of attitudes and assessment of German Shepherd Dogs in

breed and performance

Å Providing clarity of direction regarding breeding, training, upbringing,

temperament, character and control of hereditary diseases.
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WUSV Continental Directors

The Continental Directors are appointed and dismissed by the WUSV Board of 

Directors.

Å Louis Donald - Australia and New Zealand

Å Dinky Santos - balance of Asia

Å Jinfei Chen - Asian 'China/Hong Kong and Korea(
Å Luciano Musolino and Rene Rudin - Europe

ÅDr Morton Goldfarb - USA, Canada and America

Å Carlos Enrique Rivera Gallardo - Mexico and Central America

Å Roberto Caputi - South America

Å Frikkie van Kraayenberg - South Africa and Central Africa

Å Jecky Beck - North Africa and the Middle East
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The responsibilities of WUSV Continental Directors are as follows:

· Obtain from member clubs the minutes of their AGM and pass them on to

the WUSV Secretariat

· Inform the WUSV Board of any irregularities or possibilities for

improvement within their region of responsibility

· Ensure the implementation of decisions taken by the WUSV Board at the

annual WUSV meeting of member clubs is enacted upon in their region

· Serve as a mediator in the case of any disputes that may arise between

WUSV member clubs and the WUSV Board of Directors

· Assist the member clubs when requested by them in regard to WUSV

matters

Continental Director

Responsibilities
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WUSV / GSDCA Affiliation

The WUSV Board of Directors have conveyed to the GSDCA Executive that

the GSDCA is in violation of the WUSV constitution in regard to its lack of the

support and integration of the fundamental Working Dog requirement IPO

óInternationale Prüfungs-Ordnungô
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Brief History ïLCD attendance and meeting 

Australian IPO Championships Sydney 2016
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WUSV Breed Harmonisation Program

The Purpose & Three Alternatives Routes

The objective of the WUSV is to have a standardized breeding specification

based on minimum breeding requirements for German Shepherd Dogs

across all WUSV member clubs.

In that process the standard of the German Shepherd Dog in the areas of

construction, health, temperament and character globally will not only rise but

be uniformly consolidated.

Dogs that fulfill the minimum breeding requirements specification will have

their names and details entered into a WUSV Stud Book and only dogs that

are entered into the Stud Book may be used for breeding in WUSV member

club countries.
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THREE ALTERNATIVE ROUTES TO BREEDING

Current Process SV Germany

1. Prerequisites HD_ED_DNA

Grade at a Breed Show 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ΨDƻƻŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ мн 

months old

BH Test Pass
Endurance Test 

AD
IPO-1 Breed Survey Classified

WUSV Member Clubs ςBreed Harmonization OPTION 1

2. Prerequisites HD_ED_DNA

ZAP ςPart One 

(temperament Assessment) 

9-13 months

Grade at a Breed Show 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ΨDƻƻŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

12 months old

Endurance Test

ZAP ςPart Two 

(Working Part) 

from 18 months

Breed Survey Classified

WUSV Member Clubs ςBreed Harmonization OPTION 2

3 Prerequisites HD_ED_DNA

ZAP ςPart One 

(Temperament Assessment) 

9-13 months

Grade at a Breed Show 

ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ ΨDƻƻŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ 

12 months old

BH/VT Test 

pass

Endurance 

Test

IPO-1 

Test 

Pass

Breed Survey 

Classified

It is envisaged that routes Option 2 and Option 3 will replace the existing route. This will require that ALL dogs intended for breeding will have to do the 

Temperament test (ZAP Part One) and proceed to the Breed Survey by either doing ZAP (Part Two) or the established BH/IPO1 tests.

¢ƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŘƻƎǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ ½!t ƛǎ ŀ ΨǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ōǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘeristicsΩΦ

ZAP Part Two includes training in nose work, obedience and defensive reactions. Unlike IPO it is not a competitive activity (sport).



ZAP (Part 1) óZucht Wesenbeurteilungô

Purpose & Procedures

óMental and Physical Breeding Character Testô

ZAP is designed to ensure only dogs of sound mind and body are used for

breeding.

Zap can be seen as consisting of two distinct parts. Part 1 is a Puppy Test

and Part 2 is an Adult Test. The Puppy test is now a complete document, the

adult test is still a work in progress.

The categories that are tested in ZAP Part 1 are:

Å Impartiality

Å Social behavior

Å Noise sensitivity

Å Play and predatory instinct/behavior under stress

Å Basic nature
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ZAP (Part 1) Zucht Wesenbeurteilung

Purpose & Procedures

Identification/dentition/measure Social behavior - crowd test

Noise tolerance - Metal Chain test
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ZAP (Part 1) Zucht Wesenbeurteilung

Purpose & Procedures

Play and prey drive - with handler Play and prey drive - with stranger

Retrieval instincts  
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ZAP (Part 1) Zucht Wesenbeurteilung

Purpose & Procedures

Meeting a strange dog

Trestle table walk
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ZAP (Part 1) Zucht Wesenbeurteilung

Purpose & Procedures

Reactions to an unstable surface Engine noise reaction 

Social behavior - handler out of sight     éé stranger walks past

13



ZAP (Part 1) óZucht Wesenbeurteilungô

Purpose & Procedures

Procedure:

Å ID check ïon leash

Å Teeth examination ïon leash 

Å Testicle exaination for males ïon leash

Å Measurement check ïloose leash

Å Dog is given to the judge to hold the leash - handler walks away & calls dog

Å Dog is held on leash by a stranger - handler walks behind a group of people & calls dog

Å Handler and dog on leash walk toward a group of people and stop at the group 

Å Handler and dog walk through the group, dog off leash 

Å Handler and dog go to a person in the group and casually greet each other

Å The dog meets another dog at a distance three paces apart

Å Noise sensitivity - engine running ïchain saw/leaf blower/lawn mower etc. passes dog with dog 
on loose leash

Å Noise sensitivity ïchain dropped on metal plate ïdog on loose leash
at a distance
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ZAP (Part 1) óZucht Wesenbeurteilungô

Purpose & Procedures
Continued: 

Å Gun test at 15 paces dog on loose leash.

Å Handler and the dog play off lead.

Å Handler guides the dog onto a rocking table and plays with the dog using a toy as the table is 
gently rocked by the judge

Å The dog is guided up onto 3 long narrow and continuous marquee type eating tables mounted 
on legs. The dog is encouraged by the owner to walk the length of the tables and back to the 
start position and off the table.

Å Handler with the dog on the leash plays with the dog and then plays with the dog and a toy. 
Handler gives the dog on leash to the judge and with the dog watching the handler, toy in hand 
walks away from the dog & places the toy under a box 10m paces away. Handler returns to the 
dog, takes the leash from the judge and then lets the dog off the leash to retrieve the toy from 
under the box and bring the toy back to the handler

Å Reaction to smooth surface - dog is taken into the club house and let of the leash to walk around 
on the slippery floor. At a point a metal food bowl is dropped on the floor.

Å The dog is tied by leash to a securely fixed object in a suitable place. The handler walks out of 
site. After about 5 minutes a stranger approaches the dog, pats it, reassuringly talks to it and 
then walks away. The handler returns the dog.

Exercise complete
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ZAP (Part 1) óZucht Wesenbeurteilungô

Purpose & Procedures
Continued: 

Å Gun test at 15 paces dog on loose leash.

Å Handler and the dog play off lead.

Å Handler guides the dog onto a rocking table and plays with the dog using a toy as the table is 
gently rocked by the judge

Å The dog is guided up onto 3 long narrow and continuous marquee type eating tables mounted 
on legs. The dog is encouraged by the owner to walk the length of the tables and back to the 
start position and off the table.

Å Handler with the dog on the leash plays with the dog and then plays with the dog and a toy. 
Handler gives the dog on leash to the judge and with the dog watching the handler, toy in hand 
walks away from the dog & places the toy under a box 10m paces away. Handler returns to the 
dog, takes the leash from the judge and then lets the dog off the leash to retrieve the toy from 
under the box and bring the toy back to the handler

Å Reaction to smooth surface - dog is taken into the club house and let of the leash to walk around 
on the slippery floor. At a point a metal food bowl is dropped on the floor.

Å The dog is tied by leash to a securely fixed object in a suitable place. The handler walks out of 
site. After about 5 minutes a stranger approaches the dog, pats it, reassuringly talks to it and 
then walks away. The handler returns the dog.

Exercise complete
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ZAP (Part 1) Judgeôs Assessment Form



IPO - International Prufungs Ordnung

Purpose & Procedures

Purpose:

Å Determines a dogôs suitability for a particular use by obtaining a title

Å Helps to maintain or increase the health and working ability, as far as working dog 

characteristics are concerned, from generation to generation within a breeding program

Å Helps to maintain and increase health and fitness in the dog

Å Provides demonstrated proof of a dogs breed worthiness
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IPO óInternational Prufungs Ordnungô

Purpose & Procedures

IPO tests the following inherent traits of the dog:

Å Courage

Å Temperament and nerves

Å Perseverance

Å Mental stability

Å Intelligence

Å Sociability

Å Handler loyalty

Å Trainability

Å Perseverance

Å Desire to work

Å Strength

Å Agility

Å Scenting ability
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IPO óInternational Prufungs Ordnungô

Purpose & Procedures

Phase 1 Description

Tracking

The tracking phase tests not only the dog's scenting ability, but also its mental soundness and physical 

endurance. In the tracking phase, a tracklayer walks across a field, dropping several small articles along 

the way. After a period of time, the dog is directed to follow the track while being followed by the handler 

on a 33-foot leash. When the dog finds each article, he indicates it, usually by lying down with the article 

between his front paws. The dog is scored on how intently and carefully it follows the track and indicates 

the articles. The length, complexity, number of articles, and age of the track varies for each title.
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IPO International Prufungs Ordnung

Purpose & Procedures

Phase 2 Description

Obedience

The obedience phase is done in a large field. There are several heeling exercises, including heeling 

through a group of people. There are two or three gunshots during the heeling to test the dog's reaction to 

loud noises. There are one or two recalls, three retrieves (flat, jump and A-frame), and a send out, in 

which the dog is directed to run away from the handler straight and fast and then lie down on command. 

Obedience is judged on the dog's accuracy and attitude. The dog must show enthusiasm. A dog that is 

uninterested or cowering scores poorly.
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IPO International Prufungs Ordnung

Purpose & Procedures

Phase 3 Description

Protection

In the protection phase, the judge has an assistant, called the "helper", who helps him or her test the 

dog's courage to protect itself and its handler and its ability to be controlled while doing so. The helper 

wears a heavily padded sleeve on one arm. There are several blinds, placed where the helper can hide, 

on the field. The dog is directed to search the blinds for the helper. When it finds the helper, it indicates 

this by barking. The dog must guard the helper to prevent them from moving until recalled by the handler. 

There follows a series of exercises similar to police work where the handler searches the helper and 

transports them to the judge. At specified points, the helper either attacks the dog or the handler or 

attempts to escape. The dog must stop the attack or the escape by biting the padded sleeve. When the 

attack or escape stops, the dog is commanded to "out," or release the sleeve. The dog must out or it is 

dismissed. At all times the dog must show the courage to engage the helper and the temperament to obey 

the handler while in this high state of drive. Again, the dog must show enthusiasm. A dog that shows fear, 

lack of control, or inappropriate aggression is dismissed.
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IPO óInternational Prufungs Ordnungô

Purpose & Procedures

There are three levels in IPO, therefore three titles and 

each has the components of obedience, tracking and 

protection:

Å IPO 1 Beginners level

Å IPO 2 Intermediate level

Å IPO 3 Advanced level
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IPO- International Prufungs Ordnungô

Purpose & Procedures

IPO 1

Å Temperament test

Å Tracking test

Å Obedience Test ïoff lead

ü Heeling

ü Sit

ü Down

ü Retrieve Dumbbell x 3 ways

ü Send out with down

ü Long Down

ü Protection

IPO 2 & IPO 3

Are an advanced level on all the previous items
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